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Abstract:

This research highlights a luminous aspect of the masterpieces of
our Islamic civilization: the asceticism of scholars in accepting
judicial positions during the Abbasid era. The study begins by
referencing Prophetic traditions that emphasize and warn against
taking the judicial office lightly, given its grave significance and
its impact on preserving people’s rights. Following this, the
research cites examples of many scholars who refused judicial
positions during the Umayyad period and discusses the motives
that drove scholars to strongly refuse the judiciary position. These
motives include asceticism, devoting oneself to the pursuit and
teaching of knowledge, and refusing the position for health
reasons. The research also outlines various instances of scholars
who abstained from judiciary office and refused to assume it. It
examines the strategies and methods employed by these scholars
to avoid being compelled into such positions, aiming to shield
themselves from errors and misjudgment. These methods
included fleeing from one place to another, feigning madness,
enduring physical punishment or imprisonment, nominating
others for the position, wishing for death before being appointed
to the judiciary, and praying to God for death before assuming the
office. Some even went so far as to oppose those who
recommended their suitability for the judicial role to the caliph or
the emir.

Keywords: Asceticism, Scholars, Jobs, Position, Judiciary, Era,
Abbasid.
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