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Abstract 

The 1980 coup in Turkey and its impact on culture and arts 

The coup of September 12, 1980, accompanied by the globalization of capitalism 

with neoliberal economic policies, led to various crises all over the world, 

including Turkey. The coordinated work of the Ozal government with the coup 

administration delayed the development of the democratic structure in the social 

field, and the artistic and cultural environment also suffered for a long time. While 

the physical and psychological pressure caused by the ban and sanctions restricted 

cultural production, concepts changed and new opportunities for expression 

opened up with the strengthening of communication channels with the world. The 

freedom provided by neoliberal policies in the economic field helped to some 

extent to revive a new culture, revive the art market, and artistic events increased 

and became institutionalized. While the state's contribution to art was indifferent, 

institutions, banks and capitalists began to support art to take its place in the new 

world order. 
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