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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the impact of language partners on
developing speaking skills among intermediate-level female learners of
Arabic as a second language. To achieve this objective, the study
employed a descriptive-analytical approach and selected a sample of 22
female Arabic learners at an educational institution in Riyadh, dividing
them into experimental and control groups. The study used the Oral
Proficiency Interview (OPI) as a tool to measure oral proficiency before
and after the experiment. The experimental group practiced speaking
with native Arabic-speaking partners for two hours weekly on specified
topics.

The results showed significant improvement in the speaking skills of the
experimental group compared to the control group, with language
partnerships positively enhancing fluency and increasing confidence in
speaking. The study recommended integrating language partnership
programs into Arabic as a second language curricula, with appropriate
preparation and training for language partners to support learners
effectively. It also suggested conducting further research on language
partnerships and their impact on cultural competence among Arabic
learners, as well as exploring the role of ChatGPT as a virtual language
partner in improving speaking skills for learners of Arabic as a
second language.

Keywords: Language partner, Oral proficiency, Arabic Language,
second language, intermediate level.
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