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Abstract

This study examines the funerary and social functions of stone
vessels discovered in the burials of the cultural centers in Lower
Egypt during the fourth millennium BC. Comparison between the
construction styles of the burials in the fourth millennium BC and
the group of stone vessels within these burials confirmed the
existence of a hierarchical structure. This structure was formed
on the basis of the social and economic value of the specific
vessels, including the number of vessels, in line with the social
and political hierarchy of the owners of these burials. This
means that the categories of burial owners from senior officials
and the wealthy were involved in the ritual practices that
originated in Lower Egypt, and that the distribution of funerary
stone vessels controlled by the central administration played an
important role in the political economy of the early state until the
end of the First Dynasty. In other words, the stone vessels
attached to the burials during the fourth millennium BC until the
end of the First Dynasty were not limited to royal burials, but
also served as political means of integration in the social
structure in the societies of Lower Egypt. The allocation and
production of these stone vessels were tools for expressing
power relations between the cultural sites and each other, and

these vessels were used as political tools for control, on the
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purchase of raw materials, and the production process of
stoneware.
Keywords: stone vessels, Funeral goods, offering ritual, graves,

Lower Egypt, hierarchical norm
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! Debowska-Ludwin, J., Early Burial Customs, 69.

2 Binford, L.R., Mortuary practices: their study and their potential, in: L.R.
Binford (ed.), An Archaeological Perspective, (New York, 1972), 208-243;
Hodder, 1., Symbols in Action: Ethnoarchaeological Studies of Material
Culture, (Cambridge, 1982), 201; O’Shea, J.M., Mortuary Variability: An
Archaeological Investigation, (Orlando, 1984).

3 Braun, D.P., A critique of some recent North American mortuary studies,
American Antiquity 48/2, 1981, 412.

* Ucko, P.J., Ethnography and archaeological interpretation of funerary
remains, World Archaeology 1, 1969, 275.
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! Midant-Reynes, B., Tell el-Iswid 2006-2010: the archaeology of the
Eastern Nile Delta in the 4th millennium BC, studies presented to
Krzysztof M. Ciatowicz on his 60th birthday, Institute of Archaeology,
Jagiellonian University in Krakow, 2014, pp. 1-20.

2 Midant-Reynes, B. and Buchez N. (eds), Tell el-Iswid 2006-2010,
FIFAQ 73, Le Caire, 2014, p.214-218.
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! Schmidt, K., Comments to the lithic industry of Buto-Maadi Culture in
Lower Egypt, in: L. Krzyzaniak, M. Kobusiewicz & ]. Alexander (eds.),
Environmental Change and Human Culture in the Nile Basin and
Northern Africa until the Second Millennium B.C., Poznan, 1993, p. 270.
2 Rosen, S.A., Tabular scraper trade: a model of material Cultural
dispersion, BASOR 249, 1983, pp.79-83; Rosen, S.A., Lithics after the
Stone Age, A Handbook of stone Tools from the Levant, Walnut Creek-
London-New Delhi, 1997, p.75.
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. Bavay, L., Faltings, D. & de Putter, T., A Bladelet Core from Tell el-
Fara‘in-Buto and the Origin of Obsidian in the Buto-Maadi Culture of
Lower Egypt” in Hendrickx, S. Friedman, R.F., Ciatowicz, KM. &
Chtodnicki, M. (eds.), Egypt at its Origins. Studies in Memory of Barbara
Adams, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 138, Leuven/Paris/Dudley:
Peters, 2004, pp.607-619.

2 Van den Brink, E.CM.,, A transitional late Predynastic-Early Dynastic
settlement site, pp. 9-15.

3 Maczynska, A., Lower Egyptian communities, p.153.
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! Kroeper, K. & Wildung, D., Minshat Abu Omar I, p.87.

2 Midant-Reynes, B, et al., Le delta du Nil au IV e millénaire Tell al-Iswid,
Rapport d’activité 2011-2012, IFAQ, p. 58 ff.

3 Midant-Reynes, B., Tell el-Iswid 2006-2010, p.11.
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! Maczyniska, A., Lower Egyptian Communities, p. 154.

? El-Baghdadi, S., Minshat Ezzat, p.146, fig.18.

*El-Baghdadi, S.G., necropolis of Minshaat Ezzat and El-Samarah, p.103.
*Jordeczka, M., Stone Implement from Tell el-Farkha, p.454.
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! Tassie, G.J. & van Wetering, J.F.L., Early cemeteries of the East Delta,
p.504.

2 Tristant, Y., Abu Rawash, pp.468-469.

3 Michael, W., & et al., Radiocarbon dating, JAS 46, 2014, pp. 319-323.

4 Midant-Reynes, B., Tell el-Iswid 2006-2010, p.10.

*Kroeper, K. & Wildung, D., Minshat Abu Omar I, p.86.

® El-Baghdadi, S.G., necropolis of Minshaat Ezzat and El-Samarah, p.103.
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! Buchez, N. & Midant-Reynes, B., A tale of two funerary traditions: The
Predynastic cemetery at Kom el-Khilgan (eastern Delta), In R.F.
Friedman and P. N Fiske, Egypt at its Origins 3, Proceedings of the Third
International Conference “Origin of the State Predynastic and Early
Dynastic Egypt”, London, 27th July-1st August 2008, OLA 205, Leuven-
Paris-Walpole, MA, 2011, pp.831-858.

2 Schmidt, K., Die lithischen Kleinfunde, in: E.C.M. van den Brink, A
Transitional Late Predynastic-Early Dynastic Settlement Site in the
Northeastern Nile Delta, Egypt, MDAIK 45, 1989, pp. 88-91.

% Van den Brink, E.CM,, A transitional late Predynastic-Early Dynastic
settlement site, pp. 11-15.

* Pernicka, E., Analyse eines pridynastischen Obsidianmessers aus
Unterdgypten, in: L. Krzyzaniak, K. Kroeper & M. Kobusiewicz (eds.),
Interregional Contacts in the Later Prehistory of Northeastern Africa,
Poznan, 1996, p. 286.
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! El-Baghdadi, S., Minshat Ezzat, p.144.

?Tassie, G.J. & van Wetering, J.F.L., Early cemeteries of the East Delta,

p.504.

¥ Majewska, A., Seventy years of polish, p.44.

4 DebowskKa, |., Political and economic transformation, p.461.

5 Jucha, M.A, Tell el-Murra, PAM 24/1, 2013, p.204.
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! Midant-Reynes, B., Tell al-Iswid, Rapport d’activité 2012-2013, p.97.
2 Midant-Reynes, B., Tell el-Iswid 2006-2010, p.13.
3 Midant-Reynes, B., Tell al-Iswid, Rapport d’activité 2012-2013, p.97.
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! Midant-Reynes, B., Tell al-Iswid, Rapport d’activité 2012-2013, p.97.

2 Kroeper, K. & Wildung, D., Minshat Abu Omar, p.15.

* Debowska, J., Multiple and disordered burials, p.371.

* Rosinska-Balik., K., graves from Tell el-Farkha, pp.103-117.

® Rosinska-Balik, K., Multi-chamber graves, p.46; Chtodnicki, M., Tell el-
Farkha, pp.133-136.

® Hassan, F.A., Kafr Hassan Dawood, pp.79-80.

! Midant-Reynes, B., Tell el-Iswid 2006-2010, p.13.

8 Midant-Reynes, B., Tell al-Iswid, Rapport d’activité 2012-2013, p.97.
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! Kroeper, K. & Wildung, D., Minshat Abu Omar, p.80.

2 Debowska, J., Political and economic transformation, p.461.

*Bak-PryC. G., Stone vessels from Tell el-Farkha, p.34.

4 Guyot, F., et al,, Tell el-Samara, p.361.

®Van Haarlem, W., Histoty of the Excavation at Tell Ibrahim Awad,
P.110.

6 Maczynska, A., Egyptian-Southern Levantine Interrelations in the first
half of 4th Millennium B.C, pp.763-781.
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! Midant-Reynes, B., Tell al-Iswid, Rapport d’activité, p.100.

2 Montet, P., Abou-Roach, pp.11-70; Tristant, Y., Abu Rawash, pp.485-
487.

3 El-Baghdadi, S.G., The Late Predynastic-Early Dynastic Cemeteries,
p.101.

* El-Baghdadi, S.G., The Late Predynastic-Early Dynastic Cemeteries,
p.101.

5 Chtodnicki. M., Polish Excavations at Tell El-Farkha, p.133.

® El-Baghdadi, S., Minshat Ezzat, p.146.
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2 Abd el-Moneim, M., Beni Amir, p.261.
*Hassan, F.A, et al.,, Kafr Hassan Dawood, p.38.
* Baker, M. 1., Excavation of Kufur Nigm, p.40.
®Van Haarlem, W., Tell Ibrahim Awad, P.110.
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! Kroeper, K. & Wildung, D., Minshat Abu Omar, p.82.
2 Kroeper, K., Tombs of the elite in Minshat Abu Omar, pp.138-139.
*El-Baghdadi, S.G., The Late Predynastic-Early Dynastic Cemeteries,
p.101.
*El-Baghdadi, S., Minshat Ezzat, p.144.
®> Abd el-Moneim, M., Beni Amir, p.263.
D AIAY AT s se (L) sl B AdgBall Ailaia jilin 5 csalaidl Al
(ssie 2)
YoVe iaman V¢ TV alaadl




obé T liil/a NS | oyl w195 o i 219 e | o o

Agliall Axial) cilad 055y (58S 400 5 (YY) clidall By VY
il e Sl

o Gl e daiaal) g pal) S e S dae e iy Al
18 (e dgpaa Al clidall paed (g3liadl o Wl ety ¢ i) peae it
J5 Ay OB G aaly U Ao Va8, sl 8 55 syl 5 a4 sl
Gl by FUKE gglay il e Gk e 4 a3 Asal 8 e da )
ehay Aalaiebacll 53 JUI (golian AL e o e jie Ve 0w )
3 e AY e lin) gy B e doay) e e WS Calilll e ila e
daghy o V.1 Leelii)) (pal inayy oy dada e sacliy daiiue Ghaa
@sbian GBI e il e el o3 Rapall Ji g Calsall dads § i
SV Gany e QX Jies ol e b Cajdiag dals a g 53 IS
ey sl b Al e Axiias JSE Aplshand 31Y)

Al e Al yean 8 ciliiall (s gxliall g L) e jiSg
LS ¢ yapall (e sley e Aasall iy 9 ) Al 8 ik ¢ japal) (e daiiaa
O s sl )Y e s Ao gena 00 o8, Al (gilial) g Uil Jod

! Baker, M. I, Excavation of Kufur Nigm, p.13.
2 Lovell, N., Kafr Hassan Daoud, p.38.
3 Jucha, M.A, Tell el-Murra, PAM 24/1, 2013, P.201.
* Chtodnicki, M., Polish Excavations at Tell El-Farkha, p.132.
® Chtodnicki, M., Polish Excavations at Tell El-Farkha, p.154.
®Jordeczka, M., Stone Implement from Tell el-Farkha, p.444.
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8 Klasens, A., The excavations at Abu-Roash, pp. 20-31.
° Chtodnicki, M., Polish Excavations at Tell El-Farkha, p.132.
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! Debowska, J., The catalogue of graves from Tell el-Farkha, pp.473-474.

? Abd el-Moneim, M., Cemetery of Beni Amir, p.246.

3 Abd el-Hagg Ragab, M., A Report on the excavations at Beni Amir,

p.209.

* Abd el-Moneim, M., Cemetery of Beni Amir, pp.248-249.

*> Abd el-Moneim, M., Cemetery of Beni Amir, p.249.

6 Guyot, F,, et al,, Investigating the Nile Delta’s First Settlements, p.361.
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9 Baker, M. 1., Excavation of Kufur Nigm, p.33.

“Baker, M. ., Excavation of Kufur Nigm, p.34.

" Lovell, N., Kafr Hassan Daoud, p.38.

12 E]- Sawi, A., Excavation at Tell Basta, Prag, 1979, p.63.
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1 Bak-Pryc, G., Stone vessels from Tell el-Farkha, pp.3-20.
?Kroeper, K. & Wildung, D., Minshat Abu Omar, p.84.
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! Takenouchi, K., Stone Vessels, p.177.
2 Takenouchi, K., Stone Vessels, p.177.
¥ Takenouchi, K., Stone Vessels, p.177. )

4y aall i U Klasens s Emery <l ¢
Emery, W., Great Tombs of the First Dynasty, Pt. I, Cairo, 1949; Emery,
W., Great Tombs of the First Dynasty, Pt. I, EES EM 46, London, 1954;
Emery, W., Great Tombs of the First Dynasty, Pt. I, EES EM 47, London,
1958; Klasens, A.,, OMRO 39, PP.20-31; Klasens, A.,, OMRO 39, PP.32-
55; Klasens, A., OMRO 40, PP.41-61; Klasens, A.,, OMRO 41, PP.69-94;
Klasens, A., OMRO 42, PP.108-28.
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! Takenouchi, K., Stone Vessels, p.185.
2 Takenouchi, K., Stone Vessels, p.185.
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