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The Moral and Philosophical Foundations
of the Book “Eight Chapters” by Moses Maimonides
A Comparative Critical Analytical Study

Abstract

Moses Maimonides, known as "Rambam", is one of the most
prominent Jewish philosophers and scholars of the Middle Ages. His
works were distinguished by their integration of Aristotelian
philosophy with Jewish religious teachings. Among his most notable
works is the book "Eight Chapters", which is considered an
introduction to a chapter of the Mishnah that he included in his book
"Interpretation of the Mishnah", which is "Chapters of the Fathers".
It has a philosophical character, and the original was handwritten; in
addition to his style influenced by Arabic. Maimonides was clearly
influenced by Greek philosophers such as Aristotle and Plato, as
well as Arab philosophers such as Al-Farabi and Ibn Rushd, which
made his works a bridge between Greek philosophical thought and
Islamic heritage.

This research presents a critical analytical comparative study
of the ethical and philosophical ideas that Maimonides addressed in
his book, and a comparison of some ideas between Maimonides and
other philosophers. And the extent of its compatibility with the
moral and religious values of his time, highlighting how he
interacted with his intellectual and religious heritage, and how he
sought to carefully integrate philosophy with religion despite the
challenges and anti-philosophy rumors at the time, while using
scriptural interpretations to legitimize it, and to clarify the possibility
of philosophy’s compatibility with the Sharia and contribute to its
interpretation and clarification in a way that maintains a balance
between reason and faith.

Keywords : Moses ben Maimonides, Introduction to the Fathers'
Chapters, Virtues, human soul, moral perfection.
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