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The Reality of Sign Language Interpreters for the Deaf in the Institutions
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from Their Perspective.

Abstract:

The current study aimed to reveal the reality of sign language interpreters for
the deaf in the regions and institutions of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)
regarding the obstacles they face when providing sign language interpretation
services and what support they need to overcome these obstacles from their
perspective. The sample of the study included (66) interpreters for deaf across
all fields, who were administered a questionnaire titled "Sign Language
Interpreters’ Views on the Profession of Sign Language Interpretation,”
prepared by the researcher. The results of the study showed that sign language
interpreters in the KSA face high-level obstacles in all the following areas
(professional, psychological and social, financial) when practicing the
profession of sign language interpretation and providing interpretation services
for deaf. The results also indicated that regarding the interpreters' opinions on
the support they need to continue practicing the profession and providing sign
language interpretation services effectively, there is a high need for support,
assistance, and training in all areas related to the profession of sign language
interpretation (professional support and development, psychological and social
support, and financial support). Additionally, the results showed that the
obstacles to providing sign language interpretation services were higher among
female interpreters compared to male interpreters in most aspects of the study
area. There was also a notable increase in obstacles among interpreters due to
the low level of training they received, the number of years of experience, and
the nature and location of their work in some of the previous areas, while no
differences in obstacles among interpreters were attributed to the availability of
a professional license for interpretation.

Keywords: Interpreters, deaf, obstacles, needs.
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