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Abstract

The research focused on studying the impact of Israeli propaganda used
across social media platforms during the 2023 Gaza war on Egyptian
university students. By analyzing the methods of this propaganda, the study
aimed to determine its influence on the opinions of youth, particularly those in
the faculties of media, economics, and political science. The research
objectives included analyzing the nature of propaganda techniques and their
mechanisms of dissemination on social media, as well as assessing how
Egyptian university students interacted with it, their level of awareness, and
their credibility towards these propaganda messages. The study also examined
the psychological, social, and media-related factors that influence the
responses of young people to this propaganda and explored the role of
academic institutions in raising students' awareness of the dangers of such
propaganda and methods to counter it.

The research utilized the Image Repair Theory to analyze Israeli propaganda
strategies, viewing them as part of a communication system aimed at
reconstructing Israel's public image in both international and local contexts.
Through this theory, strategies such as denial, shifting responsibility, and
minimizing the severity of events, which were clearly visible in the content
shared across social media platforms, were highlighted. These strategies
contribute to persuading recipients in specific media and political
environments and influence the responses of Egyptian university students to
these messages. The theory was also applied to analyze the ability of
academic institutions to enhance students' awareness of the dangers of this
propaganda through teaching methods and awareness strategies.

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to study the impact of
Israeli propaganda on Egyptian university students' attitudes towards this type
of content on social media platforms. The research community consisted of
university students in Egypt, particularly those in the faculties of media,
economics, and political science, as they represent the largest users of social
media in Egypt. A purposive sample of 400 individuals was chosen based on
scientific, political, and social justifications aligned with the research
objectives. This sample included students from various academic years and
disciplines, ensuring a diversity of opinions and experiences in dealing with
Israeli propaganda.

Data was collected using an electronic questionnaire directed at the student
sample to measure their exposure to Israeli propaganda on social media
platforms. In-depth interviews were also conducted with university professors
from the faculties of media, economics, and political science in Egypt to gain
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more detailed insights into the impact of this propaganda on students and the
role of academic institutions in addressing it.

The results revealed that most students follow social media platforms for
political and news purposes and use these platforms intensively during crises.
It was found that university students showed an increased interest in
distinguishing misleading news from Israeli propaganda, with cognitive
responses being the most significant. The field survey results indicated that
Egyptian university students heavily rely on platforms such as Facebook and
TikTok to follow breaking news during crises, preferring visual content,
particularly a combination of images and videos. Students exhibited
increasing critical awareness when dealing with Israeli propaganda content,
with 74.2% of them believing that Israeli propaganda did not achieve its
objectives. The results also revealed notable cognitive and behavioral effects
on students, with noticeable changes in their attitudes toward the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, despite attempts to influence through propaganda.

Through the in-depth interviews with university professors, it was found that
these professors believe Egyptian university students possess a significant
ability to analyze and critically assess Israeli propaganda due to their
academic experience and the available awareness content. They
recommended intensifying academic efforts to organize programs and
workshops that support critical thinking among students and enhance their
awareness of the dangers of digital propaganda.

Therefore, the research recommends developing effective academic strategies
to increase university students' resistance to misleading propaganda and
enhance their ability to distinguish facts from lies across social media
platforms.

Keywords: Israeli Propaganda, Social Media, Gaza War 2023
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