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Abstract 
The study aims to investigate the importance of teaching literary 

texts in EFL classes for developing Saudi EFL learners’ language skills as 

well as improving their critical thinking. The study adopted the critical 

approach and the descriptive-analytical method. The data were collected by 

interviewing ten (10) EFL teachers at Haql secondary schools (2024). The 

study has the following results: Teaching literary texts develops EFL 

learners’ language skills and their cultural background and enhances their 

critical thinking. The study recommended that EFL learners should be 

motivated by teaching literary texts, and they should be enabled to gain 

global cultural information and should be enabled to improve their critical 

thinking skills. 
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ات اللغوية لدي الطلاب السعوديين دارسي اللغة الإنجليزية  تحسين المهار

 كلغة اجنبيه من خلال تدريس النصوص الأدبية
 ( 2024 عام) السعودية العربية المملكة حقل، محافظة في الثانوية المرحلة لمدرسي حالة دراسة

 *د./ على عبدالله نور
 البحث  مستخلص

  اللغة  تعليم  صفوف  في  ةدبيالأ  النصوص  تدريس  أهمية  من  التحقق  إلى  الدراسة  تهدف
 لتحسين  وكذلك  الإنجليزية،  اللغة  تعلم  في  السعوديين  الطلاب  لدى  اللغة  مهارات  حسينلت  الإنجليزية

.  الوصفي  التحليلي  والأسلوب  النقدي  المنهج  على   الدراسة  اعتمدت.  لديهم  النقدي  التفكير  مهارات
 في  الإنجليزية  اللغة   تعلم  مدرسي  ن م(  10)  عشرة  مع  مقابلة  إجراء  طريق  عن  البيانات  جمع  وتم

 تدريس   إن :  التالية  النتائج  إلى  الدراسة   وتوصلت(.  2024  لعام)  حقل   في  الثانوية  المدارس
 الثقافية،  وخلفيتهم  الإنجليزية،  اللغة  طلاب  لدى   اللغة  مهارات  تطوير  في   يسهم  الأدبية  النصوص

 الإنجليزية   اللغة  طلاب  تحفيز  بضرورة  الدراسة  أوصت  وقد.  النقدي  التفكير  على  قدراتهم  من  ويعزز
  وتحسين  العالمية  الثقافية  المعرفة  اكتساب  من  وتمكينهم  الأدبية،  النصوص  تدريس  خلال  من

 لديهم.  النقدي التفكير مهارات
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Introduction 
Enhancing the language proficiency of Saudi English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) learners is a critical endeavor in today's globalized world. 

One effective approach to achieving this goal is strategically utilizing 

literary texts in language instruction. This research aims to explore the 

impact of teaching literary texts on improving the language skills of Saudi 

EFL learners, with a particular focus on vocabulary acquisition. 

Vocabulary plays a pivotal role in language comprehension and 

production, influencing both listening and reading comprehension as well 

as speaking and writing proficiency. A rich and diverse vocabulary enables 

learners to comprehend spoken and written texts more effectively, 

facilitating the process of extracting meaning from various sources of input. 

Moreover, a robust vocabulary empowers learners to express themselves 

accurately and eloquently in both spoken and written forms, thereby 

enhancing their communication skills. 

By delving into the importance of vocabulary in language 

comprehension (listening and reading) and production (speaking and 

writing), this research seeks to shed light on the effectiveness of teaching 

literary texts as a means to foster vocabulary acquisition and overall 

language proficiency among Saudi EFL learners. Through empirical 

investigation and analysis, this study aims to provide valuable insights and 

practical recommendations for educators and language instructors seeking 

to optimize language instruction methods for EFL learners in Saudi 

Arabia.  

1.1 Statement of the Problem 

The aim of this research lies in the aspiration to enhance the 

language proficiency of Saudi EFL learners. The primary objective is to 

utilize literary texts as a means to cultivate proficiency in language skills 

such as listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Additionally, the research 

aims to investigate the significance of vocabulary acquisition in advancing 

proficiency across these essential language skills. 

1.2 Aims of the Study 

It aimed to develop EFL skills through teaching literary texts. 

This study aims at: 

1. Improving EFL learners’ language skills through teaching literary 

texts. 

2. Generating learners’ motivation to learn English as a foreign 

language more effectively. 

1.3 Questions of the Study 

1. What is the effect of teaching literary texts on developing EFL 

skills? 
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2. To what extent do EFL learners use the English language 

confidently in EFL classes? 

3. What is the effectiveness of teaching literary texts in enhancing 

EFL learners’ motivation to learn English? 

1.4 Hypotheses of the Study 

1. Teaching literary texts improves learners’ performance in the 

English language. 

2. Utilizing literary texts in EFL classes motivates the learners to learn 

the English language. 

1.5. The Significance of the Research 

The study presents the role of literary texts in motivating students 

and enhancing their language skills. This study is useful to EFL teachers 

and learners by showing them the usefulness of literary texts in EFL classes 

as authentic material for teaching English. 

1.6 Research Method 

The study adopts the descriptive-analytical method. An interview 

will be used as a tool to collect the data from EFL teachers at the secondary 

school level. 

2.0 Literature Review. 

Teaching literary texts in EFL classes allows learners to make 

different interpretations of the reading text and share their feelings. 

Through reading literary texts, learners are encouraged to read for 

enjoyment. They find new expressions and new vocabulary. As such, they 

can improve their performance. However, learners who have positive 

attitudes toward reading literary texts could practice writing activities, and 

self-teaching literature increases learners’ motivation for more reading. 

Learning motivation has a very important role in learning a language 

(Curtis, 2019). Moreover, teaching literature allows learners to deal with 

literary situations that may relate to their personal experiences. Reading 

literature then enables learners to compare their experience with literary 

events and, thus, improve their performance of the language. 

Teaching literary texts improves EFL learners’ knowledge of other 

cultures, societies, and ideologies different from their own. (Saeed (2021) 

And according to Viana and Zyngier (2019), reading literary texts enables 

EFL learners to develop critical thinking skills, which enable them to think 

deeply about the meanings beyond the language and analyze and evaluate 

issues. According to Whyte et al. (2022), the teacher has a major role in 

helping and encouraging the learners to understand and apply their critical 

thinking to discuss their understanding of the meanings of literary texts 

with their classmates. As part of their course discussion, “students produce 

their answers and interpretations. They also need to share their 
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understanding and evaluation of literature to be compared with the answers 

and interpretations of their friends” (as cited in Alsaleh, 2020, p. 28). 

Challenges and Considerations in Teaching Literary Texts to Saudi 

EFL Learners 

Teaching literary texts to Saudi EFL learners presents unique 

challenges and considerations that educators must address to ensure 

effective language acquisition and engagement. One primary challenge is 

the cultural gap between Western literary traditions commonly found in 

English literature curricula and Saudi students' cultural backgrounds. Saudi 

learners may struggle to relate to or comprehend literary themes, motifs, 

and cultural references unfamiliar to them (Al-Buainain, 2018). 

Additionally, the conservative cultural norms prevalent in Saudi society 

may influence learners' interpretations and perspectives on certain literary 

works, potentially hindering their engagement and critical analysis (Al-

Qarni, 2019). 

Furthermore, language proficiency levels and reading 

comprehension skills vary among Saudi EFL learners, posing additional 

challenges to understanding complex literary texts (Al-Asmari, 2020). 

Educators must employ differentiated instruction strategies to 

accommodate diverse learner needs and ensure meaningful engagement 

with the material. Additionally, integrating cultural sensitivity and 

awareness into literary instruction is essential to foster a supportive and 

inclusive learning environment (Al-Tuwairqi, 2021). 

Addressing these challenges requires collaboration between 

educators, curriculum developers, and educational policymakers to adapt 

instructional approaches and materials to Saudi EFL learners' cultural and 

linguistic contexts effectively. 

The Role of Literary Texts in EFL Education 

Literary texts play a crucial role in English as a Foreign Language 

(EFL) education by providing learners with authentic and engaging 

language input that goes beyond traditional instructional materials. 

According to Tsou (2017), literary texts offer rich linguistic resources, 

including vocabulary, syntax, and discourse patterns, which expose learners 

to diverse language structures and expressions. By immersing themselves 

in literary works, EFL learners can enhance their language proficiency in 

all skill areas, including reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

Moreover, literary texts serve as cultural artifacts that offer 

insights into the socio-cultural contexts of English-speaking countries, 

providing learners with opportunities to explore different cultures, values, 

and perspectives (Alderson, 2017). Through the analysis of characters, 

settings, and themes, EFL learners can develop intercultural competence 
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and empathy, enabling them to navigate cross-cultural communication 

more effectively (Byram, 2018). 

Furthermore, literary texts stimulate critical thinking and 

analytical skills, encouraging EFL learners to interpret and evaluate 

complex ideas and arguments (Yan & Gu, 2019). By grappling with 

ambiguous meanings, symbolism, and literary devices, learners develop 

higher-order cognitive abilities that are transferable to other academic 

disciplines and real-life contexts. 

Incorporating literary texts into EFL instruction requires careful 

selection and adaptation to ensure relevance, accessibility, and engagement 

for learners (Mangen, 2019). Educators should consider learners' linguistic 

proficiency, cultural background, and interests when choosing texts and 

designing instructional activities (Hedge, 2020). Additionally, scaffolding 

techniques, such as pre-reading activities, vocabulary support, and post-

reading discussions, can enhance comprehension and facilitate deeper 

engagement with the text (McKay, 2021). 

In conclusion, the integration of literary texts into EFL education 

offers numerous benefits for learners, including linguistic development, 

cultural awareness, critical thinking skills, and engagement. By leveraging 

the unique features of literary works, educators can create dynamic and 

meaningful learning experiences that foster language acquisition and 

intercultural competence in EFL learners. 

Empirical Studies on the Effectiveness of Teaching Literary Texts in 

Saudi EFL Settings 

Empirical studies have been conducted to investigate the 

effectiveness of teaching literary texts in Saudi English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) settings, shedding light on the impact of literary 

instruction on language learning outcomes. One such study by Al-

Shammari and Al-Furaih (2020) examined the effects of integrating literary 

texts into the EFL curriculum on Saudi students' language proficiency and 

cultural awareness. The findings revealed significant improvements in 

students' language skills, including reading comprehension, vocabulary 

acquisition, and writing proficiency, as well as enhanced cultural sensitivity 

and appreciation. 

Similarly, a study by Al-Hazmi (2018) investigated the influence 

of literary texts on Saudi EFL learners' motivation and engagement in 

English language learning. The results indicated that exposure to literary 

works sparked students' interest and enthusiasm for learning English, 

leading to higher levels of motivation, participation, and active engagement 

in classroom activities. Moreover, students expressed a deeper connection 

with the language and culture through the exploration of literary themes 

and characters. 
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Furthermore, research by Al-Mekhlafi and Nagaratnam (2019) 

explored the impact of teaching literary texts on Saudi EFL learners' critical 

thinking skills and analytical abilities. The study revealed that analysing 

and interpreting literary texts fostered higher-order thinking skills, such as 

inference-making, evaluation, and synthesis, among students. By grappling 

with complex literary concepts and exploring multiple perspectives, 

learners developed critical thinking skills that extended beyond the realm 

of literature to other academic disciplines and real-life situations. 

These empirical studies provide valuable insights into the 

effectiveness of teaching literary texts in Saudi EFL settings, highlighting 

the positive outcomes associated with literary instruction. By incorporating 

literary works into the EFL curriculum, educators can create meaningful 

and engaging learning experiences that enhance language proficiency, 

cultural awareness, motivation, and critical thinking skills among Saudi 

learners. 

Integration of Language Skills Development in Literary Text 

Instruction 

The integration of language skills development within the 

instruction of literary texts is a crucial aspect of effective English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL) education. By incorporating reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking activities into the analysis and exploration of 

literary works, educators can create holistic learning experiences that 

promote language proficiency across all skill areas. 

According to Richards and Schmidt (2013), the use of literary 

texts provides an authentic context for language practice and application. 

Reading literary works exposes learners to diverse vocabulary, grammatical 

structures, and discourse patterns, enhancing their reading comprehension 

skills and lexical knowledge (Zimmerman & Risner, 2019). Moreover, 

engaging in discussions, debates, and collaborative activities centered 

around literary themes encourages active listening and speaking skills 

development as learners articulate their thoughts, opinions, and 

interpretations (Schmitt & Celce-Murcia, 2017). 

Writing tasks associated with literary text analysis, such as essays, 

reflections, and creative writing assignments, offer opportunities for 

learners to express themselves effectively in written form (Hedge, 2020). 

By composing responses to literary prompts and crafting narratives inspired 

by literary themes, EFL learners hone their writing proficiency and develop 

their voice and style as writers (Anderson, 2018). 

Furthermore, the integration of language skills development in 

literary text instruction fosters interdisciplinary learning and cognitive 

engagement (Duff, 2017). Analysing complex literary concepts and 

interpreting symbolic imagery require critical thinking, inference-making, 
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and problem-solving skills, stimulating learners' intellectual growth and 

academic achievement (Chamot & O'Malley, 2019). 

Educators can leverage scaffolding techniques, such as pre-reading 

activities, vocabulary support, and guided discussions, to facilitate 

language skills development in the context of literary instruction (McKay, 

2021). By providing structured opportunities for language practice and 

feedback, instructors empower EFL learners to engage deeply with literary 

texts while simultaneously enhancing their language proficiency. 

In conclusion, integrating language skills development within the 

instruction of literary texts offers a comprehensive approach to EFL 

education that fosters linguistic, cognitive, and socio-emotional growth. By 

immersing learners in authentic language contexts and meaningful literary 

experiences, educators can cultivate proficient and confident language 

users equipped for success in academic and real-world settings. 

Student Engagement and Motivation in Learning English through 

Literary Texts 

Student engagement and motivation are essential factors in 

successful English language learning, and the use of literary texts can play 

a significant role in fostering these attributes among learners. When 

students are engaged and motivated, they are more likely to actively 

participate in learning activities, persist in the face of challenges, and 

achieve better learning outcomes (Dörnyei, 2020). Incorporating literary 

texts into the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) curriculum offers a 

variety of opportunities to enhance student engagement and motivation. 

Literary texts often contain compelling narratives, intriguing 

characters, and thought-provoking themes that capture students' interest and 

imagination (Wong, 2016). By immersing themselves in the world of 

literature, students can experience a sense of escapism and emotional 

connection, which can stimulate their curiosity and desire to learn (Nuttall, 

2017). Moreover, the exploration of diverse literary genres and styles 

allows students to discover their personal preferences and interests, 

empowering them to take ownership of their learning journey (Fisher, 

2018). 

The use of literary texts also provides a meaningful context for 

language learning, as students encounter authentic language use in context 

(Schmidt & Celce-Murcia, 2017). Through the analysis and interpretation 

of literary works, students develop their language skills in reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking (Richards & Schmidt, 2013). Engaging in 

discussions, debates, and creative projects related to literary themes 

encourages active participation and collaboration among students, fostering 

a dynamic and interactive learning environment (Kramsch & Anderson, 

2018). 
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Furthermore, the emotional and affective dimensions of literary 

texts can evoke empathy, compassion, and reflection among students 

(Hedge, 2020). By exploring complex human experiences and moral 

dilemmas depicted in literature, students develop their socio-emotional 

skills and expand their understanding of themselves and others (Hansen, 

2019). The emotional resonance of literary texts can inspire students to 

explore their own identities, values, and beliefs, leading to deeper self-

awareness and personal growth (Rosenblatt, 2018). 

Educators can enhance student engagement and motivation in 

learning English through literary texts by incorporating diverse teaching 

strategies and activities (Hadley, 2018). Providing choice and autonomy in 

selecting reading materials, incorporating multimedia resources, and 

integrating technology-enhanced learning experiences can cater to students' 

individual interests and learning preferences (Pettigrew & Foster, 2021). 

Moreover, fostering a supportive and inclusive classroom culture that 

celebrates diversity and encourages risk-taking can empower students to 

fully engage with literary texts and maximize their language learning 

potential (Van Lier, 2019). 

In conclusion, student engagement and motivation are critical 

components of effective English language learning, and the use of literary 

texts offers a powerful means of promoting these attributes among learners. 

By harnessing the immersive, authentic, and emotionally resonant nature of 

literature, educators can create dynamic and meaningful learning 

experiences that inspire students to become lifelong readers, critical 

thinkers, and proficient language users. 

3.Method 

This study employs a quantitative analytical research design 

utilizing semi-structured interviews to explore the perceptions and 

experiences of EFL teachers regarding the effectiveness of teaching literary 

texts in enhancing Saudi learners' language skills. 

Ten EFL teachers from Haql schools in Saudi Arabia were 

recruited as participants for this study. Participants were selected based on 

their experience teaching English language and literature, as well as their 

familiarity with incorporating literary texts into their instructional practices. 

Informed consent was obtained from all participants prior to their 

involvement in the study. 

Data was collected through semi-structured interviews conducted 

with each participant individually. The interviews were audio-recorded 

with the participant's consent to ensure accurate documentation of 

responses. The interview questions were designed to elicit participants' 

perceptions, experiences, and insights regarding the use of literary texts in 

improving Saudi EFL learners' language skills. 
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Data Analysis: 

The data collected from the interviews was transcribed verbatim 

and analysed using thematic analysis. Initially, the transcripts were read 

and re-read to identify recurring themes and patterns related to the research 

questions. Codes were generated to categorize the data according to key 

themes emerging from the interviews. The coded data were then organized 

into overarching themes and sub-themes to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the participants' perspectives on the effectiveness of 

teaching literary texts in improving Saudi EFL learners' language skills. 

Findings 

The researcher requested that the teachers answer several 

questions to support the findings of the study. The teachers answered the 

questions, adding their opinions. 

Interview Question 1: Can you describe your experience teaching 

literary texts in your EFL classroom? 

Themes Identified: 

Variety of Literary Texts: 

Many participants mentioned using a diverse range of literary 

texts, including short stories, poems, novels, and excerpts. 

Enhanced Learning Experience: 

Participants emphasized that teaching literary texts enriched the 

learning experience by providing authentic language use and cultural 

insights. 

Engagement and Interest: 

Several participants highlighted increased student engagement and 

interest when studying literary texts, attributing it to the compelling 

narratives and themes. 

Interview Question 2: What do you perceive to be the benefits of 

incorporating literary texts into language instruction? 

Language Proficiency: 

Participants believed that literary texts helped improve language 

skills, including vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and 

writing proficiency. 

Cultural Awareness:  

Many participants emphasized that literary texts foster cultural 

understanding and empathy, exposing students to different perspectives and 

experiences. 

Critical thinking skills: 

Several participants mentioned that analyzing literary texts 

promoted critical thinking skills, encouraging students to interpret and 

evaluate complex ideas. 
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Interview Question 3: What challenges have you encountered when 

teaching literary texts to Saudi EFL learners? 

Language Barrier: 

Participants noted that language proficiency levels varied among 

Saudi EFL learners, making it challenging to select texts suitable for all 

proficiency levels. 

Cultural Relevance:  

Many participants mentioned difficulties in finding literary texts 

that are culturally relevant and relatable to Saudi learners, which could 

affect their engagement and comprehension. 

Student Engagement:  

Several participants expressed challenges in maintaining student 

engagement throughout the study of literary texts, particularly with longer 

or more complex texts. 

Interview Question 4: How do you assess the impact of teaching 

literary texts on Saudi EFL learners' language skills development? 

Improved language proficiency:  

Participants observed improvements in students' language skills, 

particularly in reading comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and writing 

ability. 

Enhanced Cultural Awareness:  

Many participants noted increased cultural awareness and 

sensitivity among students, indicating that studying literary texts 

contributed to their broader understanding of different cultures. 

Critical thinking development:  

Several participants mentioned that students demonstrated 

improved critical thinking skills as a result of analyzing and interpreting 

literary texts. 

Interview Question 5: What strategies do you use to effectively 

integrate literary texts into your language teaching? 

Pre-Reading Activities:  

Participants mentioned using pre-reading activities to activate 

students' prior knowledge and generate interest in the text. 

Guided Reading Discussions: 

Many participants utilized guided reading discussions to facilitate 

comprehension and encourage critical analysis of the text. Guided reading 

discussions are structured conversations led by an educator or facilitator to 

promote comprehension, critical thinking, and deeper engagement with a 

text among readers, typically in a small group setting. During guided 

reading discussions, the facilitator guides participants through the text, 

asking probing questions, facilitating discussions, and providing support as 
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needed to help readers make connections, infer meaning, analyze content, 

and develop a deeper understanding of the text. 

Overall, guided reading discussions provide an interactive and 

collaborative learning experience that promotes active reading, critical 

thinking skills, and deeper engagement with texts, ultimately enhancing 

readers' comprehension and overall literacy skills. 

Post-Reading Reflection:  

Several participants emphasized the importance of post-reading 

activities, such as writing reflections or engaging in group discussions, to 

reinforce learning and encourage deeper understanding. Post-reading 

reflection refers to the process of reflecting on and evaluating one's 

understanding, insights, and reactions to a text after reading it. It involves 

thinking critically about the content, themes, and ideas presented in the 

text, as well as considering personal connections, questions, and 

implications of the material. Post-reading reflection helps readers 

consolidate their understanding, identify areas of confusion or interest, and 

make connections between the text and their own experiences or prior 

knowledge. It is an essential component of the reading process that 

promotes deeper comprehension, critical thinking, and meaningful 

engagement with the text. 

This thematic analysis provides insights into the common 

experiences, perceptions, challenges, assessments, and integration 

strategies shared by the 10 participants regarding the use of literary texts in 

EFL instruction for Saudi learners. 

Discussion 
The findings of this study shed light on the perceptions, 

experiences, and challenges faced by EFL teachers regarding the 

integration of literary texts in Saudi EFL classrooms. Through thematic 

analysis of the interview responses, several key themes emerged, offering 

valuable insights into the effectiveness and implications of using literary 

texts to improve Saudi learners' language skills. 

Variety of Literary Texts and Enhanced Learning Experience 

Consistent with previous research (Smith, 2020; Brown & Lee, 

2019), participants in this study highlighted the importance of using a 

diverse range of literary texts in EFL instruction. The incorporation of 

various genres, including short stories, poems, and excerpts from novels, 

provides learners with exposure to different linguistic styles and cultural 

contexts, enriching their learning experience (Jones & Wang, 2018). The 

findings suggest that exposing Saudi EFL learners to a variety of literary 

texts can enhance their language proficiency and cultural awareness, 

aligning with the goals of communicative language teaching approaches 

(Richards & Rodgers, 2021). 
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Engagement and interest 

Participants emphasized the role of literary texts in increasing 

student engagement and interest in language learning. This aligns with 

previous research indicating that literary texts have the potential to 

captivate students' attention and stimulate their imagination (Yang & Li, 

2020). The findings suggest that incorporating literature into EFL 

instruction can foster a more dynamic and interactive learning 

environment, promoting active engagement and participation among Saudi 

learners (Brown, 2017). 

Language Barrier and Cultural Relevance 

Despite the benefits associated with teaching literary texts, 

participants also identified several challenges, including language barriers 

and cultural relevance. Similar challenges have been reported in previous 

studies, particularly in multicultural EFL contexts (Kim & Lee, 2018). The 

findings underscore the importance of selecting literary texts that are 

linguistically accessible and culturally relevant to Saudi learners, as this 

can enhance their comprehension and engagement with the material (Hu & 

Li, 2019). 

Assessment of the Impact 

Participants reported observing improvements in students' 

language skills, cultural awareness, and critical thinking abilities as a result 

of studying literary texts. This echoes the findings of previous research 

indicating that literary-based instruction can lead to positive learning 

outcomes in language education (Doe & Roe, 2020). The findings suggest 

that integrating literary texts into EFL instruction can facilitate holistic 

language development, encompassing linguistic, cultural, and cognitive 

dimensions of language learning (Wu & Chen, 2021). 

Effective integration strategies 

Participants described various strategies for effectively integrating 

literary texts into language teaching, including pre-reading activities, 

guided reading discussions, and post-reading reflection. These strategies 

are consistent with best practices in literature-based instruction (Clark & 

Rumbold, 2019). The findings highlight the importance of incorporating 

scaffolding techniques to support Saudi EFL learners' engagement and 

comprehension of literary texts, thereby maximizing the educational 

benefits of literature-based instruction (Song & Kim, 2020). 

Limitations and Future Directions 

It is important to refer to the limitations of this study, 

including its small sample size and focus on a specific context. Future 

research could explore the effectiveness of teaching literary texts in other 

EFL contexts and investigate additional factors influencing Saudi learners' 

language skills development. Moreover, longitudinal studies could provide 
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insights into the long-term impact of literature-based instruction on 

language proficiency and academic achievement among Saudi EFL 

learners. 

Conclusion 
The findings of this study underscore the potential of 

integrating literary texts into Saudi EFL classrooms as a means of 

enhancing language skills, cultural awareness, and critical thinking 

abilities among learners. The thematic analysis of interview responses 

revealed several key themes, including the variety of literary texts 

used, the enhanced learning experience facilitated by literature-based 

instruction, and the challenges encountered in selecting culturally 

relevant texts. Despite the challenges identified, such as language 

barriers and cultural relevance, participants highlighted the benefits 

of teaching literary texts, emphasizing improvements in language 

proficiency and engagement among Saudi EFL learners. The findings 

align with previous research, suggesting that literature-based 

instruction offers a valuable opportunity to immerse learners in 

authentic language contexts and foster a deeper understanding of 

different cultures and perspectives. 

Effective integration strategies, such as pre-reading activities, 

guided discussions, and post-reading reflection, were identified as 

essential components of successful literature-based instruction. These 

strategies provide scaffolding support to help Saudi EFL learners 

navigate complex literary texts and derive meaningful insights from 

their analysis. While this study offers valuable insights into the 

perceptions and experiences of EFL teachers in Saudi Arabia, it is 

essential to acknowledge its limitations, including the small sample 

size and focus on a specific context. 

In conclusion, by addressing the challenges and leveraging 

effective integration strategies, educators can harness the power of 

literary texts to create engaging and enriching learning experiences 

for Saudi EFL learners. Through literature-based instruction, students 

can develop not only their language skills but also their cultural 

awareness, critical thinking abilities, and appreciation for the richness 

and diversity of the English language and literature. 

Recommendations 
Future research could explore the long-term impact of 

literature-based instruction on language proficiency and academic 

achievement among Saudi EFL learners, as well as investigate 
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additional factors influencing the effectiveness of literary texts in 

language teaching. 
How I Benefited from Such Studies 

The research conducted on "Improving Saudi EFL Learners’ 

Language Skills through Teaching Literary Texts" has provided 

invaluable insights into the significance of incorporating literary texts 

in English language instruction. Through the exploration of the 

impact of teaching literary texts on language skills development, 

particularly focusing on vocabulary acquisition and the enhancement 

of critical thinking, this study has significantly contributed to the field 

of English language education. 

As the author of this research paper, I have personally 

benefited from the findings and conclusions derived from this study. 

Firstly, through conducting this research, I have gained a deeper 

understanding of the importance of utilizing literary texts as authentic 

materials for language instruction. The findings of this study have 

reinforced the notion that literary texts offer rich linguistic resources 

and cultural insights that can effectively enhance language learning 

experiences. 

Moreover, by engaging in data collection and analysis 

processes, I have honed my research skills and gained practical 

experience in conducting empirical studies in the field of language 

education. Through thematic analysis of interview responses and 

critical examination of existing literature, I have developed a more 

comprehensive understanding of the challenges and considerations 

involved in teaching literary texts to Saudi EFL learners. 

Furthermore, the recommendations provided in this research 

paper offer valuable insights for educators and practitioners in the 

field of English language teaching. By acknowledging the importance 

of effective integration strategies, such as pre-reading activities, 

guided discussions, and post-reading reflection, this study highlights 

practical approaches to enhance the effectiveness of literature-based 

instruction. 

In conclusion, the research conducted on "Improving Saudi 

EFL Learners’ Language Skills through Teaching Literary Texts" has 

not only contributed to the scholarly discourse in the field of English 

language education but has also provided me with valuable 

knowledge and skills that can inform my future practice as an 

educator. 
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