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The Impact of the Black Death on English Society
in the Second Half of the 14" Century

Abstract

This research deals with the impact of the Black Death on the social
structure of English society in the second half of the 14" century; as
it had a great impact on family, individual, group, clergy, politicians,
and the poor and the rich alike. In addition, it affected the status of
women; as they lost many of their rights that were guaranteed by
English common law before the Black Death. This epidemic was the
reason for the destruction of relationships and ties within the English
family, spreading fear, panic and death among people, and changing
funeral rituals and the process of burying the dead, which became
inhumane during that period. As a result of the increase in the
number of deaths among students in England, the educational
movement stopped. This is mainly because the Black Death resulted
in a huge increase in death rates. There were a group of factors
through which the Black Death was able to choose its victims; the
Black Death caused the dispersion that affected society at the core of
its being.

Keywords: Social impacts, Black Death, England in the 4" century.
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(1) Gasquet. F, The Great Pestilence A.D. 1348 to 1349: Now Commonly Known as the
Black Death, Literary Licensing, LLC, 2014, pp. 71-91.

(2) Coultan. G, the black death, Ernest Benn, 1929, p. 79.

(3) Thompson. J.W., the aflrmath of th black death and the after math of the great war:
The University of Chicago Press, 1921, pp.26-21.

(4) Renouard.Y, Conséquences et intérét démographique de la Peste noire de 1348,
Institut National d'Etudes Démographiques, 1948, p.3.

(5) Postan .M, medieval agriculture and general problems cam. Bridge, 1956. pp. 87-88.
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(1) Creighton.C, A History of Epidemics in Britain, The University Press, 1891,P.120.
See; Shrewsbury. J. F. D., A History of Bubonic Plague in the British Isles , Cambridge
University Press, 2005, p.37
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2—- Gasquet. F.A, The Great Pestilence (A.D. 1348-9), Now

Commonly Known as The Black Death, Simpkin Marshall,
Hamilton, Kent and Co. Limited. London, 1893.
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Rights Decline in England after the Black Death, University of
Houston, 2014.
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(1) Knighton.H, Knighton's Chronicle 1337-1396 (Oxford Medieval Texts), 1996, p. 61.
(2) Knighton.H, Knighton's Chronicle 1337-1396, P.590.
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See: Hugh.c, "Geoffrey the Baker". Encyclopedia Britannica. Vol. 11, Cambridge
University Press. p. 617
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(1) Boucher. C. E, the Black Death in Bristol, Transactions of the Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, VVol.60 (1938),p. 16

(2)Hatcher.J, Rural Economy and Society in the Duchy of Cornwall 1300-1500,
Cambridge University Press, pp. 102-21
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(1) Gasquet.F.A, The Great Pestilence (A.D. 1348-9), Now Commonly Known as The
Black Death, Simpkin Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and Co. Limited. London, 1893, p. 96.
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See: Burns, J. H. The Cambridge History of Medieval Political Thought C.350-c.1450.
Cambridge University Press. 1988. pp. 644649
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See: Levy .1.C, A Companion to John Wyclif. Late Medieval Theologian, Leiden: Brill,
2006, pp. 1-61
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(1) Courtenay. W.J, The Effect of the Black Death on English Higher Education, Vol. 55,
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