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Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Mohammed V Univer—
sity, Rabat, Morocco
Email: pr.tahaabd@gmail.com
Abstract:

This paper explores the concept of Divine Covenant (ishhad I1ahi) and its
connection to innate knowledge (ma‘rifa fitriya) and natural disposition (fitra) by
examining two prominent interpretations in Islamic thought: Ibn Taymiyya’s reading
and the trusteeship-based approach (i’timan) developed by Taha Abdurrahman. It
outlines several key elements, including the definition of fitra, the distinctive features
of innate knowledge, and its relationship to Islamic Law (Shari‘a) and reason (“aql),
before addressing the interpretation of the “Witnessing” verse, the relation between
the Covenant of Witness and fitra, and the manner in which fitra relates to both ‘aql
and Shari‘a

Employing a comparative analytical approach, the paper highlights the
fundamental differences between the Taymiyya’s interpretation—marked by a more
literal engagement with scriptural texts—and the i'timan theory, which preserves
the unseen, covenantal dimension of the texts. A critical perspective is also used
to assess the interplay between innate knowledge and the Divine Covenant and to
compare varying notions of ‘aql and fitra.

The findings indicate that Ibn Taymiyya perceives “Witnessing” as a sensory event
tied to “extraction from the loins of the fathers,” whereas the 1'timan view interprets
it as an unseen Divine Covenant, emphasizing the texts’ links to the unseen realms.
In discussing fitra, Ibn Taymiyya views it as essential knowledge instilled in human
nature—entailing acknowledgment of God’s Lordship and human servitude—
yet reliant on revealed law for fuller elaboration; by contrast, the 1’timan theory
maintains that fitra encompasses all divine attributes, to which the revealed laws
merely recall humanity. The study further shows that, in Ibn Taymiyya’s view, fitra
and ‘aql reinforce each other in arriving at true knowledge, as long as fitra remains
uncorrupted, while the 1'timan perspective assigns “guided reason” as the means of
engaging the unseen content of revelation, in contrast to “purely abstract reason,”
which 1s employed in a more physical or sensory interpretive mode.

Keywords: Divine Covenant, Natural Disposition , Innate Knowledge, Reason,
Islamic Law Qur’anic Interpretation.
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aibn taymiati: alrisalat alkamilat fi sifat alkamal lilhi, muqadimatu: <ahmad hamdi

<iimam, matbaeat almadani, alqahirati, 1983.
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abn taymiati: alfatwaa alhamawiati, tahqiqu: hamd bin eabd almuhsin altuwijari, tabeat
dar alsumayei, alrayad, 2004.
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abn taymiati: mane altaearud bayn aleaql waltaqlidi, tabeat dar alkunuz alyadabiati.
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abn sina: alnajat fi alhikmat abyiilahiati, tabeat almaktabat almurtadawiati.
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aibn alqiam aljawziati: shifa alealil fi masayil algada> walqadar walhikmat waltilili,
maktabat aleabikan, alrayad, 1999.
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abn taymiati: alradi ealaa almanatiqi, dar almaerifati, bayrut.
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aibn taymiati: majmueat fatawaa, tahqiqu: eabd aleaziz aljundiu warashraf jalal alshar-
qawi, dar alhadithi, alqahirati.
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tah eabd alrahman: almafahim alrakhlaqgiat bayn althigat waleilmaniati, aljuz> al>awala:

mafahim althiqati, tabeat dar alyamani, alribati, 2021.
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muhamad eabd allah eafifi: alnazariat alyakhlagiat eind abn taymiati, markaz almalik

faysal libabhath wadirasat alsiyasati, tabeat alriyad, 1988.

—ESS—

pY Y a1 £€7 U5V sl






