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Abstract:

This paper aims to explore the close relationship between the science of the prin-
ciples of religion (Usil al-Din) and the principles of jurisprudence (Usiil al-Figh ),
as both disciplines reflect the connection between creed (‘aqida) and religious Law
(Shart'a). It also highlights the efforts of Ahl al-Sunna in these two fields, focusing
on how they relate and complement each other through the concepts of rational con-
templation (nazar) and juridical effort (ijtthad). Nazar refers to systematic reasoning
aimed at deriving fundamental rulings in theology, while ijtihad involves structured
reasoning to deduce practical rulings in jurisprudence (figh). Both rely on reason and
are rooted in divine revelation. The paper also examines the approach of Ahl al-Sun-
na wa al-Jama‘a, as championed by Al-Azhar, in maintaining a balance between
reason and revelation.

The paper employs an analytical method to examine texts relevant to the subject
and uses a comparative approach to explore the similarities and differences between
Usil al-Din and Usil al-Figh.

The findings of this study include the following: the success of the Ahl al-Sun-
na school in achieving a balanced integration of reason and revelation, which has,
in turn, led to intellectual coherence. The research also demonstrates the harmony,
convergence, and interconnection between the fields of Usul al-Din and Usul al-
Figh . Additionally, the study highlights the pivotal role of Al-Azhar in countering
sectarian bias in jurisprudence. Unlike some other institutions that have historically
confined themselves to a single jurisprudential school, Al-Azhar has, throughout its
history, adopted a pluralistic approach by engaging with multiple legal traditions.

Keywords: intellectual coherence, Creed, Islamic Law, Ahl al-Sunna, Principles of

Islamic Creed, Principles of Jurisprudence, Sectarianism, Approach.
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