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The Role of Metaphor in Understanding
Texts Suggesting Anthropomorphism
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Salama Gomaa Dawood
Faculty of Arabic Language, Al-Azhar University, President of Al-Azhar University
E-mail: President@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

This paper explores the role of metaphor (majaz) in interpreting texts that
may appear to suggest anthropomorphism. It examines the interpretative
methodologies employed by various schools of Islamic theology (‘Ilm al-
Kalam), with a particular focus on the rhetorical principles relevant to this issue.
The paper 1s divided into an introduction, four sections, and a conclusion. The
introduction outlines the importance of the topic, while section One discusses the
limits of human intellect in understanding metaphysical realities, emphasizing
that reason cannot fully grasp the essence of the Divine. Section Two analyses
Qur’anic verses describing God and His attributes, highlighting how the Qur’an
combines majestic and refined expressions to convey the Creator’s glory and
transcendence. Section Three addresses the views of Ahl al-Sunna wa-1-Jama“a
on texts that might suggest anthropomorphism, distinguishing between the
approach of consigning the meaning to God) tafwid (and those who affirm the
attributes while upholding Divine transcendence. It also includes perspectives
from scholars who advocate for interpreting such texts (tawil) through
rhetorical frameworks. Section four focuses on the role of linguistic metaphor,
particularly compound or allegorical forms (isti‘ara tamthiliyya), in explaining
these texts in a way that affirms God’s transcendence and negates any likeness
to His creation. Using an inductive and analytical approach, the study gathers
and evaluates different scholarly opinions within the context of rhetorical and
linguistic principles. The paper concludes by affirming that metaphor is an
essential tool for interpreting texts that might imply anthropomorphism and
calls for further research into the rhetorical dimensions of the Qur’an to uncover ||
its linguistic richness.
Keywords: Metaphor, Anthropomorphism, Interpretation, Islamic Theology, |

.Rhetoric, Qur’an
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