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Department of Creed and Philosophy — Faculty of Islamic Studies and Ara-
bic, Al-Azhar University, Kafr EI-Sheikh, Egypt
Email: nazeer333777@yahoo.com

Abstract:

This paper aims to examine the defining features and characteristics of the Ash arite school of
thought, exploring its origins, development, impact on Islamic thought, and its position in relation
to other theological schools. The research is organized into three sections and a conclusion.

Section One explores the foundational characteristic of Ash‘arites’ doctrines, namely their in-
heritance from the pious predecessors (Salaf). It examines the principles underpinning Ash‘arites’
doctrine, emphasizing adherence to the Salaf’s teachings while reinforcing them with rational ev-
idence. The section also discusses the Ash‘arites’ position on divine attributes and their balanced
methodology in interpreting texts that could suggest anthropomorphism.

Section Two examines the Ash‘arite inclination toward a balanced and moderate approach,
emphasizing its intermediary position among various Islamic sects on issues such as the reconcili-
ation of reason and revelation, the relationship between faith and disbelief, the interplay of divine
decree and human agency, and the affirmation of the beatific vision of God. It also analyzes the
Ash‘arites’ methodology in utilizing reason as a means to comprehend revelation, maintaining an
equilibrium without privileging one over the other.

Section Two Three explores the influence of the Ash‘arite school, its spread throughout the
Islamic world, and its role in fostering a balanced intellectual tradition while upholding the creed
of Ahl al-Sunna wa-1-Jama“a. It also highlights prominent figures associated with the Ash arite
school, both from classical and contemporary periods.

The study adopts an inductive method, examining texts and positions, combined with an ana-
lytical approach. The findings reveal that the Ash arites did not establish a new doctrine but rather
sought to consolidate the doctrine of the Salaf by anchoring it in rational arguments. The study
emphasizes the significance of advancing the Ash‘arite school’s moderate thought as a means to
ensure intellectual balance. It advocates for increased awareness of the Ash‘arite legacy and a
systematic study of its principles to address contemporary theological challenges. Additionally, it
calls for fostering dialogue among Muslim sects and encouraging collaboration with religious and
academic institutions to promote moderation and tolerance.

Keywords: Ash‘arite, Characteristics, Salaf, Doctrine, Moderation, Revelation, Rea-
son, Interpretation.
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