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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the approaches adopted by Lisan al-Din
Ibn al-Khatib in documenting Andalusian literature. It examines his
major works, including Al-Kitabah al-Kaminah, Al-Ihatah fi Akhbar
Gharnatah, and Al-Iklil al-Zahir {1 Man Fadla ‘Inda Nazm al-Taj min al-
Jawahir. Through a statistical and analytical approach, the study
investigates the stages of development of the methodology employed by
this scholar in identifying Andalusian poets and preserving their poetry.
The research focuses on specific terminologies that illustrate the
principles of literary historiography within these works. Moreover, it
examines practical applications of his methodology by analyzing selected
textual examples.
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The study concludes with several findings, the most notable being that
Lisan al-Din followed a well-defined methodology in documenting
poetry and poets. He employed various criteria for profiling poets,
organizing them into hierarchical categories, and diversifying the ways
they were classified. This methodological approach reached its critical
maturity in Al-Kitabah al-Kaminah.

Keywords: Andalusian Literature — Ibn al-Khatib — Literary History —
Methodology.
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