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Abstract

Governors of Islamic Egypt (21-254 AH / 642-868 AD) were not detached
from events in the local provinces. There was a link between the local
administration in the provinces and the political administration in the capital.
The central authority utilized its power to monitor local administrative work
by sending inspection tours. These semi-regular official visits aimed to
investigate the officials, address complaints, review records, identify any
deficiencies related to agricultural land or tax collection, track down those
who evaded taxes, and address other issues that highlight the governing
authority's role in overseeing local administrative staff.

The research primarily relies on a set of contemporary documentary evidence
from this period of Islamic Egypt's history, which illustrates the continuous
demands of the ruling authority on local officials, and the role played by
inspection visits in fulfilling these demands.

Keywords: Islamic Egypt Governors, Inspection Visits, Inspection Officials,
Local Administration, Fugitives.
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EdP : Etudes de papyrologie

P.DiemAmtlicheSchreiben : Diem, W. : Drei amtliche Schreiben aus
frithislamischer Zeit (Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer, Wien), Jerusalem Studies in
Arabic

PERF: J. von Karabacek, Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer: Fiihrer durch die
Ausstellung. Vienna 1894.

c go i

: éjd\ G Cles —

P.Alqab = Mugawirt Muhammad, Sa‘id [Maghawry Mohammad, Said], al-
Algab wa-asma’ al-hiraf wa-l-waza’if fi daw’ al-bardiyat al-‘arabiya
[Titles and names of crafts and jobs in the light of the Arabic papyri.
Historical civilizational study]. 3 vol. Cairo 1421-1423/2000 -2002.
P.Cair.Arab = Arabic Papyri in the Egyptian Library, ed. A.Grohmann,
Cairo, 6 Vol., 1934-1962.

P.Giss.Arab = Die arabischen Papyri aus der Giessener
Universititsbibliothek, ed. A. Grohmann, Giessen, 1960.

P.Heid.Arab, Vol.I = Papyri Schott-Reinhardt I, Ed. C. H. Becker,
Heidelberg, 1906.

P.MuslimState = Sijpesteijn, P. M., Shaping a Muslim state. The world of a

mid-eigth-century Egyptian official, Oxford, 2013.
P.Qurra = The Kurrah Papyri from Aphrodito in the Oriental Institute,
ed. N. Abbott, Chicago, 1938.

: @b},‘\ @I Sl —

CPR = Corpus Papyrorum Raineri :

- VIII = Griechische Texte V, ed. P.J. Sijpesteijn and K.A. Worp,
Wien , 1983 .
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- XXII = Griechische Texte XV, Documenti greci per la fiscalita e la
amministrazione dell'Egitto arabo, ed. F. Morelli, Wein, 2001.

P.Lond (Greek Papyri in the British Museum), IV = The Aphrodito
Papyri, ed. H.I. Bell, with appendix of Coptic papyri ed .W.E. Crum,
Cisalpino — Goliardic, Milano, 1910.

P.Ross.Georg (Papyri russischer und georgischer Sammlungen) , Vol. IV
= Die Kome- Aphrodito Papyri der Sammlung Lichaco , ed. P. Jernstedt ,
1927.

: idl Fbg —

P.Bal .= Bala'izah: Coptic Texts from Deir el-Bala'izah in Upper Egypt, ed.
P.E .Kahle. London 1954. 2 vols.

P.Ryl.Copt = Catalogue of the Coptic Manuscripts in the Collection of the
John Rylands Library, ed. W.E. Crum, Manchester 1909.
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Al-Bakri “Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz bin Muhammad” (D. 487 AH / 1094

AD): Muejam ma Astaejim, edited by: Mustafa Al-Saqa, 3rd ed., Alam Al-

Kutub, Beirut, 1983.
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1974 Csau .

Ibn al-Ja’yan “Yahya ibn Shakir” (D. 885 AH / 1480 AD): Al Tuhfah

Al suniyah bi'asma' Albilad almisriah , Al-Azhar Colleges Library, Cairo,
1974.
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Ibn Abd al-Hakam “Abd al-Rahman ibn Abdullah” (D.257 AH / 871 AD):

Fatuh Misr Walmaghrib , edited by: Abd al-Mun’im Amer, General

Authority for Cultural Palaces, Cairo, 1999.

1Sl stin ¢ 2 W a0 (p10/ 24 03 e s @) 3 355 ) Tgead) o et B )
. 1992 Doy ¢ SL:J-’

Ibn Hawqal “Muhammad bin Ali al-Nusaybi” (died in the last quarter of the
4th century AH / 10th century AD): Surat Al'ard , published by Dar Maktabat
al-Hayat, Beirut, 1992.

1889 o ¢ i e ¢ ULy ST (£912/22800 ) " 1 s oy 1 s " D13 ol

Ibn Khordadbeh “Ubayd Allah ibn Abdullah” (D. 280 AH/912 AD):
Almasalik Walmamalik , Brill Press, Leiden, 1889.
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Al-Dhahabi “Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Othman” (D. 748 AH / 1348 AD):
Tarikh al'iislam Wawafayat Almashahir Wal'aecalam , edited by: Bashar
Awad Marouf, Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami, Beirut, 2003.
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Al-Zubaidi “Muhammad Murtada Al-Hussaini” (D. 1205 AH / 1732 AD):
Taj Al-Arous min Jawahir Al-Qamus, Part 19, edited by: Abdul-Aleem Al-
Tahawi, National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, Kuwait, 1980. Part
30, edited by: Mustafa Hijazi, National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters,

Kuwait, 1998. Part 34, edited by: Ali Al-Hilali, National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters, Kuwait, 2001.
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Al-Zamakhshari “Mahmoud bin Amr bin Ahmed” (538 AH/1143 AD): Asas
albalagha , edited by: Muhammad Basil Ayoun Al-Sud, Dar Al-Kutub Al-
[Imiyyah, Beirut, 1998.

Pl s SLead JsaVI s (p865 /251 ) " Gl A e Ay iz Ly e " e )
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Ibn Zanjawayh “Hamid bin Mukhallad bin Qutaybah bin Abdullah Al-

Khorasani” (d. 251/865 AD): Al-Amwal, edited by: Shaker Dheeb Fayyad,
King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies, Riyadh, 1986.
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Ibn Zulaq “Al-Hasan bin Ibrahim bin Al-Hussein Al-Laithi Al-Masry” (D.

387 AH /997 AD): Fadayil misr wa'akhbariha wakhawasiha , edited by: Ali
Muhammad Ali, Egyptian General Book Authority, Cairo, 1999.
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. 2006 L
Sawirus ibn al-Mugqaffa (d. 377 AH/987 AD): History of the Patriarchs,

prepared and investigated by: Abdul Aziz Jamal al-Din, Madbouly Library,
Cairo, 2006.

Sils 3 el 2o ((1514/29200 ) " i als oy s o el e T Jalll bwld) ue
2014 . oy cagra.xj\ 2\¢:§L\ (ol (M‘ RO J:ﬁ!: ¢ V}\}db JA:J\
Abdul Basit Al-Malati “Abdul Basit bin Khalil bin Shahin Al-Hanafi” (D.

920 AH/1514 AD): Alrawd Albasm fi Hawadith Aleumr Waltarajim , edited
by: Omar Abdul Salam Tadmuri, Al-Asriya Library, Beirut, 2014.
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. #1989 .

Abu Ubaid “Al-Qasim bin Salam” (d. 224 AH / 839 AD): kitab Al'amwal,
edited by: Muhammad Amara, Dar Al-Shorouk, Cairo, 1989 AD.
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. 1986

Ibn al-Kalbi “Hisham ibn Muhammad” (d. 204 AH/822 AD): Jamharat
Alnasab , edited by: Hassan Naji, Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1986.
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Al-Kindi “Muhammad ibn Yusuf” (d. 350 AH /917 AD): Walaat
Misr, edited by: Hussein Nassar, Dar Sadir, Beirut .
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Al-Magqrizi “Ahmad bin Ali” (d. 845 AH / 1442 AD): Almawaeiz

Walaietibar fi dhikr Alkhutat waluathar , edited by: Ayman Fouad Al-Sayed,
Al-Furgan Foundation, London, 1995.
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Ibn Mamati (d. 606 AH / 1209 AD): Qawanin Aldawawin , edited by: Aziz
Suryal Attia, Madbouly Library, Cairo, 1991.
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Ibn Manzur “Muhammad bin Makram bin Ali” (d. 711 AH/1311 AD): Lisan

al-Arab, annotated by: Al-Yaziji and a group of linguists, 3rd ed., Dar Sadir,
Beirut, 1993.
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Ibn Hilal al-Askari “al-Hasan ibn Abdullah” (d. 395 AH/1005 AD): Kitab
al'awayil , edited by: Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Wakil, Dar al-Basheer and
Islamic Sciences, 1987.
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Yaqut al-Hamawi “Yaqut ibn Abdullah” (d. 626 AH / 1229 AD): Muejam
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