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Persuasive arguments in cultural discourse

(Saad Al-Bazai’s speech as an example)
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Persuasive arguments in cultural discourse

(Saad Al-Bazai’s speech as an example)

Abstract :This research aims to analyze the pivotal role that
persuasive arguments play in shaping public opinion and directing
behavior, through an in-depth study of the digital cultural discourse of
the Saudi critic and thinker, Saad Al-Bazai. Speech is an essential
means of communication in our contemporary world, and digital
speech represents its newest and most widespread form. This study
seeks to answer a basic question: How does Al-Bazai use persuasive
and argumentative mechanisms in his digital discourse to influence
public opinion toward cultural openness in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. ?7The research problem revolves around understanding the
mechanisms that Al-Bazei uses to persuade his audience in the
interview program on Modernity, Change and Renewal in Saudi
Culture, on 04-16-2023 on the YouTube channel, and how his speech
contributes to forming new viewpoints on cultural issues.The study
reached several results, the most important of which are:The sender of
the speech employed linguistic, non-linguistic, and stylistic techniques
and argumentative mechanisms for persuasion and influence in
cultural discourse, and the role played by digital media, clearly
contributing to persuasion and influence.The importance of using
argumentative techniques and mechanisms to change the public’s
opinions and ideas, towards adopting a change in public opinion, as
persuasive speech has become an effective force to change
convictions firmly established in the mind.Persuasive arguments are
not limited only to the linguistic aspect, but extend beyond language, if
the linguistic and non-linguistic elements come together to unite
together and form a supportive argument that has the power to support
the discourse.

Keywords: persuasive arguments, cultural discourse, Saad Al-
Bazai’'s speech.
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