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Abstract

The research aimed to investigate the relationship between alexithymia and latent delinquency
among secondary school students, and to identify differences in latent delinquency and
alexithymia according to gender (male/female) and type of education (general/Al-Azhar). The
study employed a descriptive methodology and included 500 first-year secondary school
students: 114 male and 136 female students from general education, and 154 male and 96 female
students from Al-Azhar education, in secondary schools and institutes in Gharbia Governorate.
Participants' ages ranged from 15-16 years (Mage= 15.40, SD= 0.490). Two scales were
administered: the Latent Delinquency Scale (the researcher) and the Toronto Alexithymia Scale-
20 (TAS-20) (Taylor, Bagby, & Parker, 1994; translated by Kafafy & El-Dawash, 2011). The
research findings revealed a statistically significant positive correlation between alexithymia
(total score and dimensions) and latent delinquency scores (total score and dimensions) among
secondary school students. Moreover, the results indicated significant differences in students'
total scores on the alexithymia scale according to gender (in favor of males) and type of
education (in favor of Al-Azhar education students). Similarly, significant differences were
found in students' total scores on latent delinquency according to gender (in favor of among
males) and type of education (in favor of Al-Azhar education students).

Keywords: Alexithymia, Latent Delinquency, Secondary Stage, General Education, Al-
Azhar Education.
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