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Obstacles to Academic Achievement among Female Students in the National Tests
"Nafis™ and Proposed Solutions
“A Qualitative Study in Select Schools of Jeddah Educational Administration”
Mashael Ali Alshehry

Educational Supervisor at Jeddah Education Department
Corresponding Author: mash7746(@hotmail.com

Abstract:

National tests serve as a fundamental instrument for assessing students' academic achievement
and evaluating their educational progress. This qualitative study aimed to identify obstacles to
academic achievement among primary school female students in the Saudi national tests "Nafis"
and explore proposed solutions from teachers' and school principals' perspectives. Employing a
qualitative methodology, individual interviews and focus group discussions were conducted
with an intentional sample of 20 educators from government primary schools in Jeddah's
educational administration, comprising 13 teachers specializing in reading, mathematics, and
sciences for third and sixth-grade levels, and 7 primary school principals. The study identified
a comprehensive range of obstacles categorized into test-related, student-related, parent-related,
school environment-related, and teacher-related challenges. Key proposed solutions encompass
systematic training for students and teachers on test strategies, raising awareness among students
and parents about the significance of national assessments, and implementing motivational
mechanisms through monetary and non-monetary incentives to enhance academic performance
and test engagement.

Keywords: Obstacles, Academic Achievement, Nafis National Tests, Primary Stage
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