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The Communicative Function in Caricatures: The Works
of Abdullah Jaber as a Model (A Semiotic Study)
by
Wijdan Hameed Mohammed Al-Harbi

Department of Literature, Criticism and Rhetoric - College of

Arabic Language and Literature - Umm Al-Qura University

Email: whharbi@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract

Caricature boasts deep roots that stretch back to the most
ancient of times when humans have been inscribing drawings
and symbols on cave walls as a means of expressing their
inner thoughts and documenting their daily lives. The art of
caricature is profoundly evident in Arabic literature; poetry,
for instance, represents a rich world of mental imagery
through which poets convey their intense emotions, which
manifest according to their psychological state. When they
feel resentment, they resort to satire as an outlet for their
buried feelings towards a specific person, directing their
anger towards them, describing them with the vilest of
attributes, and disparaging them.

The timeless spirit of satire in Arabic literature has seeped
into the contemporary world of caricatures, albeit in a new
form known as "the art of caricature.”" This art form leverages
modern media and borrows from both linguistic and non-
linguistic signs. Each caricature remains incomplete, awaiting
the recipient/viewer to contribute their unique perspective
and colors and uncover the hidden meanings it contains.
Wherever there's a message, there's a narrative. This study,
titled "The Communicative Function in Caricatures: The
Works of Abdullah Jaber as a Model (A Semiotic Study),"
aims to delineate the boundaries between narrative discourse
and the art of caricature through examining the narrative
elements in Abdullah Jaber's works in general and based on
Greimas's theory in particular. The study also seeks to
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understand how these narrative components enrich the

caricature and expand its meaning.

The study is divided into two chapters: the first, entitled

Between Manifestation and Immanent/Implication,” and the

second, titled "Manifestation and Immanence".

Keywords: The Communicative Function, caricatures,
Abdullah Jaber, semiotics
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