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Abstract:

The problem of the study was specifically to determine the extent of the role of media coverage of
tourism festival activities on social media sites and its relationship with the national brand of Egypt as
a destination and tourist destination among the public abroad, and how to use media, advertising and
digital media on various social media pages and sites to highlight the capabilities, modern aspects and
various developments. By applying the El Alamein Festival (Egypt) in its second edition (summer 2024)
as an example.

With the aim of revealing the extent of the effectiveness of these media coverage in enhancing the image
of Egypts national brand and attracting a wider international audience, overcoming traditional and
stereotypical perceptions stuck in people’s minds, and the extent of the success of digital media coverage
in encouraging audiences abroad to watch live events and events of the festival and visit the city of New
El Alamein.

In this study, the researchers conduct a survey method, both quantitative and qualitative, and used
the questionnaire tool as a tool to collect study data from a field sample of (200) respondents from
the public outside the State of Egypt from various educational, economic and social levels, through a
questionnaire available from the international public and difficult Obtaining higher responses due to
the nature of the study population.

The results of the study showed a clear difference in the patterns of external audiences following news
of festivals and tourist seasons via social media sites, with the majority tending to short or limited fol-
low-up, at a rate of 69.5%, while a smaller segment receives great interest. And that audiences abroad
pay more attention to festivals close to their cultural and geographical environment, with moderate
interest in European festivals and weak interest in the Americas and East Asia, This calls for strengthen-
ing the promotion of less-followed festivals by highlighting the cultural diversity they offer to stimulate
public interest and increase demand for them. As for the El Alamein Festival, the results indicated a no-
ticeable interest in it, as audiences outside the Arab Republic of Egypt always or sometimes follow it to a
large extent. The results also showed that external audiences tend to follow content that covers cultural
and development aspects, and that social networking sites have become a major tool in attracting at-

tention and enhancing interaction with festivals, which reflects their increasing role in shaping tourism
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awareness and influencing individuals’ choices. The external audience’s interaction with content related
to festivals and tourist seasons depends largely on visual and immediate aspects, such as watching videos
and following official accounts, with less interaction in writing and comments. This reflects the need to
develop visual and innovative content that suits the behaviors and requirements of the audience abroad.
Finally, the results concluded that the media coverage of the El Alamein Festival had a positive impact

on improving the mental image of Egypt.

Keywords: media coverage - National Branding- social networking sites - tourism festivals - El Alamein

Festival - external audience).
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