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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the semiotics of the dramatic representation of
individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in the series A Special Case,
streamed on the Watch It digital platform. It explores various dimensions of
inclusion—social, academic, professional, and spatial—focusing on the symbolic
meanings associated with the behaviors and characteristics of individuals with
autism. The study employs Roland Barthes' semiological approach to analyze six
key scenes, examining the structural signs and visual metaphors related to
inclusion.

The findings indicate that the series provides a positive portrayal of individuals
with ASD, highlighting their ability to adapt and integrate into society. However,
it limits autism to a single type (high-functioning autism or Asperger’s),
overlooking the diversity within the spectrum, particularly more complex cases
with additional challenges.This generalized depiction may restrict public
understanding of autism’s varied nature.The series effectively uses iconic and
linguistic messages, with body language playing a central role in depicting the
emotions of individuals with autism. Sensory traits, such as avoiding physical
contact, are frequently emphasized. Furthermore, the series highlights gender-
based differences in how characters interact with individuals with autism,
reflecting societal expectations tied to gender.

Keywords: Semiotics, Autism Spectrum Disorder, Digital Platforms.
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