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Working paper summary.

The study aimed to identify the role of civil society organizations in
providing support services for the care of children with disabilities and their

families. The study used the descriptive approach with its analytical style.

Civil society organizations can have an influential and vital role in the
field of people with disabilities, due to the characteristics and features they
enjoy and the functions they can perform as they are the organizations clos-
est to the members of society and most sensitive to the problems and needs

of people.

Civil society organizations are community mechanisms designed to
bring about a kind of social, economic, cultural and political progress in

society, through active participation, which helps people with disabilities

achieve their goals and participate freely in civil society without being sub-




jected to restrictions imposed on them and also being subjected to margin-

alization of their role in society, which leads to improving the environment

for citizens.

The importance of civil society organizations becomes clear if we re-
view the life of the contemporary person, as we find that his life is a contin-
uous series of affiliations to civil society organizations, in order to satisfy his
needs, or to gain legitimacy to practice a certain activity in a certain field,
or to mediate between individuals to exchange benefits, or to demand and

defend some rights and duties.

There is no doubt that this is consistent with the large size of modern
societies, the increase in their population density, and the resort to positive

laws and the avoidance of customary laws.

Which allows people to participate effectively in society and perform
their role within civil society to the fullest, whether the work is an employ-
ment, administrative, leadership or political position, or through rehabilita-

tion and training through the organization, which ensures that people with

disabilities are empowered in the field of work and in the political field

>




through the organization.

A strong civil society is the product of a strong state, and both provide
each other with what helps them perform their tasks. Civil society carries
out the task of organizing society, expressing the interests of its groups,
gathering these interests, crystallizing them, and communicating them to the

decision-maker or policy-making institutions.

The diversity of civil society organizations in terms of experience and
specialization constitutes a source of wealth that leads to integration. There-
fore, it requires activating mechanisms for coordination, networking, and
cooperation between the various components of civil society, and between

them and official bodies and the private sector.

Civil society organizations in Egypt face many challenges that directly
affect their social performance and their ability to achieve their goals. These
challenges usually appear in the form of problems that occur as a result of
a group of factors that they deal with, and these factors are affected by the

organization’s experience in interacting with these circumstances.

The researcher presented a number of recommendations, the most

o




prominent of which were the following: the necessity of developing and

upgrading programs and services provided to persons with disabilities.

Updating and developing educational means and tools provided to
persons with disabilities so that they can keep pace with the educational
process and keep pace with technological development, and the necessity
of working to train persons with disabilities and raise their capabilities in
various aspects of life so that they can perform their functions and roles in

an optimal manner.

Keywords: (role, civil society institutions, support services, children

with disabilities, their families).
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