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The Geostrategic Dimensions of the Red Sea and its Impact
on the Exacerbation of International Conflict in the Region

Dr. Bassem Elmaghraby

Lecturer of Political Science, Faculty of Commerce, Suez Canal University

Abstract:

The Red Sea region represents an extremely vital strategic center
and a quick gateway to the largest international markets; it is a
crucial axis for global development and a significant military
hotspot. Control over this region grants military superiority and
the ability to impose influence. Consequently, international and
regional powers compete to dominate and exert political and
economic influence over this area. This study analyzes the
geostrategic importance of the Red Sea from historical, cultural,
geographical, political, and economic perspectives, highlighting
the interconnection and complexity of these aspects. It also
reviews the conditions of the countries bordering the Red Sea
and the aspects of international and regional competition and
conflict in the region, whether to protect the interests of these
powers, gain strategic positions to influence global politics, or
impose their visions or ideologies. The study further examines
how all these factors impact the security of the Red Sea in
general and Egyptian national security in particular. In summary,
it is arguable that the international and regional competition over
the region and the challenges facing the security of the Red Sea
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require a comprehensive response strategy based on unity and
cooperation among the countries of the region. This includes
enhancing joint diplomatic efforts, increasing trade opportunities
among the countries, institutionalizing efforts to coordinate these
actions, securing maritime borders, and limiting foreign presence
and infiltration.

Keywords: Red Sea, international competition, international
conflict, national security, regional security .
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% Katherine Zimmerman and Emily Estelle, Escalation in the Red Sea:
Yemen's Civil War, Iran, and Saudi Arabia, October 14, 2016, at:
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/

% Houthis Threaten to Block Red Sea Shipping Lane?, January 10, 2018,
at: https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/240275/

* Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg, Why Red Sea security is a global concern,
April 01, 2019, at: http://www.arabnews.com/node/1476051

*2 This Quarterly Mixed Migration Update (QMMU), Quarterly Mixed
Migration Update: East Africa & Yemen, 1* QUARTER 2019 (Geneva :
The Mixed Migration Centre,2019), p.4.

*Report on Illegal Immigration and the Violations Related to the Rights
of Asylum Seekers in Sudan , June — December 2017, Africa Centre for
Justice and Peace Studies, p., 3.
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