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Death in the collection “Birds Die in Galilee” by the
poet Mahmoud Darwish (semiotic study)

Dr.Shaimaa Mohammed Hamdy Hassan
Lecturer of modern literature, Faculty of Arts, Suez University

Abstract:

The research sought to reveal the poet Mahmoud
Darwish’s vision of death in his collection of poems (Birds
Die in Galilee). The research chose this collection specifically.
Because the one who meditates on it finds a number of words
and meanings that indicate death, and no poem is devoid of its
vocabulary or connotations, until it became the focus of the
collection, and its use of death reflects the intellectual horizon
and artistic aesthetic intuition of the poet in his dealings with
death, which gave the poems of the collection a different
elegance, which was evident. In the multiple forms of death
and ways of dealing with it, The research attempted to answer
a number of questions, including: How was the vision of death
formed in the book (Birds Die in Galilee)? What techniques
and artistic means did the poet employ to paint his pictorial
paintings of death? This required investing in semiotic
mechanisms. In order to decode poetic texts, and interrogate
the signs they carry; To use it to reach the deep meanings it
contains in its internal structure, the research reached a set of
results, the most important of which are: the multiple forms of
death and the ways the poet deals with it, in addition to his
invocation of historical and mythical symbols as well, which
contributed to drawing pictures and pictorial paintings of
death, It is not usual before, and it contradicts the collective
cultural image that is firmly established in the collective
conscience.

Keywords: death, semiotics, symbol, Mahmoud
Darwish, birds die in Galilee.
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