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A Program Based on Differentiated Instruction to Develop Functional
Writing Skills Among the Arabic Language Department Students at
The Faculty of Education

Abstract:

The current research aimed to develop functional writing skills among
students of the fourth year of the Arabic Language department “Basic-
Education at the Faculty of Education, Benha University, through a program
based on differentiated instruction. To achieve this goal, a list of functional
writing areas and their appropriate skills for these students was prepared. A
test was also prepared in functional writing skills that includes four areas:
formal letters, summary, CV, and filling out the form. A rating list was
prepared to evaluate functional writing skills in these areas. Two research
tools (the test and the rating list were pre- applied to the research group,
which consisted of (43) male and female students in the fourth year, Arabic
Language section, “Basic-Education” at the Faculty of Education, Benha
University. The research group was taught using a program based on
differentiated instruction, then the two research tools were post- applied to
this group, then monitoring the data and analyzing and interpreting the
results. The research concluded that the program based on differentiated
instruction was effective in developing functional writing skills as a whole,
and in each of its fields Individually, and in each sub-skill separately within
each field for the study participants. Moreover, the researcher recommended
the need to enrich the design of the Arabic Language Division’s curricula at
the College of Education with educational activities that achieve
differentiation and take into account diversity among learners. In addition
to, the need to recognize students’ needs and problems, to be the starting
point for training them in the appropriate areas of functional writing. There
is also, a need to use the essay questions in the university exams, and
training students on how to answer these questions, which usually require
the student to have a good performance in the summarizing skills.
Keywords: Differentiated Instruction - functional writing - Arabic
Language department students - Faculty of Education
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