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Abstract: This research aimed to identify the sources of farmers’ hearing about the contract farming system
in the research area, as well as identifying the problems facing farmers in the field of spreading contract
farming and justifying the approach to the contract farming system for potato crops, and also proposing some
items that could contribute to developing a contract farming system in the research area. The research was
conducted on a sample of 260 respondents from three villages affiliated with three administrative centers.
They were selected based on two criteria: area and number of farmers: the new village of Al-Qassassin from
the Al-Qassasin Center, the new village of Al-Mahsama from the Abu Suwayr Center, and the village of Al-
Baalwa from the Al-Tall Al-Kabir Center, with (122, 79). 59 respondents) respectively from the selected
villages. The respondents were selected in a systematic random manner from the farmers’ census lists of the
agricultural associations of the research villages. Research data was collected during the months of January
and February 2023 through personal interviews using a questionnaire form prepared for this purpose, and
numerical counts, frequencies, and percentages were used as tools to present and interpret the results. The
most important results are summarized as follows: It was found that the majority of the respondents (88%)
had heard about the contract farming system, and the most important sources for hearing about it were:
family and neighbors, mentioned by 38%, then the agricultural cooperative society by 25% of the
respondents. The results also revealed that the most important problems are the lack of guidance bulletins
specific to the field of contract farming, at a rate of 56%, with an average score of 1.7, and the presence of
deficiencies in marketing information regarding prices and quantities, at a rate of 53%, with an average score
of 1.6. The most important problems of marketing the studied potato crop that justify the approach to the
contract farming system are: With regard to the problems of selling the crop, the most important of which
was the decrease in the selling prices of the crop by 21.7%, and the exploitation of commercial
intermediaries by 32.7%. As for the problems of collecting the crop, the most important of them was
carrying out the collection operations. Harvest at inappropriate times by 35.3%, and lack of trained labor by
24.3%. As for marketing information problems, the most important of them was insufficient information on
marketing the crop in general, especially in light of free agriculture, by 37.3%, and lack of information.
Marketing that reaches farmers by 37%, and with regard to packaging problems, the most important of which
was the lack of suitable containers for the crop by 38.1%. The prices of containers, especially for export,
increased by 22.5%. As for the problems of sorting and grading, the most important of which was the lack of
workers trained in the sorting and grading processes by 37%, and the wages of trained workers increased by
34.6%. With regard to transportation problems, the most important of which was the lack of suitable means
of transport for transporting The crop, whether for local markets or export, increased by 36.4%, and the
failure to provide means of transportation at the appropriate time by 33.8%.

Keywords: Marketing- Contracting- Marketing Guidance.



