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Abstract

The aim of this research is to examine the play "The Tragedy of
Al-Hallaj" by poet Salah Abdul-Sabour in light of reception theory
and its practical framework. It explores the associated horizon of
expectation that stimulates the mind of the recipient - whether a
reader or viewer - in an attempt to establish a reading pact between
the text and the recipient. This pact allows for the formulation of a
relationship between the writing and creative process, which
represents the authority of the text, and the direction of reception,
which touches upon the authority of the reader or viewer.

Considering that the play or text is an open structure that does
not accept decisiveness or certainty, it can be approached from
various angles ranging between the external and internal, the absent
and present, the context and the text, or the invisible and visible. All
these factors influence the approach to the text, are active in
communicating with the recipient, and shape direct or indirect
responses in the recipient's mind. This is what David Bleich
expressed as: "A re-encoding and a cognitive act that transfers
sensory experience into consciousness, becoming part of self-
awareness."

The study examines the play "The Tragedy of Al-Hallaj" by the
Egyptian poet Salah Abdul-Sabour, according to the concept of
reception theory and its elements as established by the Germans (Iser
and Jauss), while touching on its development and applications. It
attempts to bring the theory closer through reading the play.

Reception theory emerged to fill gaps left by structuralism,
which took the text as a basis and starting point for reading.
Reception theory - as a new thought - attempted to formulate an
approach that focuses on the reader or viewer and their relationship
with that text. The two parties in the communication process are
represented by (the text and the reader), and what results from
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interaction during the reception process - reading or viewing - and
the subsequent conclusions and multiple readings of the same text,
depending on differences in styles, interpretations, and mechanisms
of appreciation, which the reader sees and views as signs and
symbols.

Accordingly, reception - as a theory - has aimed to liberate the
text from the control and authority of the author, and transferred the
opportunity to the recipient (reader-viewer) to formulate meaning
and fill the gaps in the text. This grants the text greater flexibility
and diverse horizons by moving to interaction from action and to
multiplicity from unity.
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