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Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the social reality of poor families in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, examine the current state of the begging phenomenon in the
country, and investigate the relationship between the social conditions of
impoverished families and the prevalence of begging in light of the national
transformation initiatives in Saudi Arabia. The study adopted a descriptive
research methodology and utilized a questionnaire as its primary data collection
tool. The questionnaire comprised two main axes: the social conditions of poor
families in Saudi Arabia and the current state of the begging phenomenon.
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The study population consisted of all impoverished families residing in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. A simple random sample of 127 families was drawn from various
neighborhoods within the city. The questionnaire was distributed among these
families, and all completed questionnaires were successfully retrieved and
deemed valid for analysis.

The findings of the study revealed that poor families face significant difficulties
in meeting their basic needs, such as food, clothing, and healthcare. Low income
restricts their access to education and employment opportunities, making social
integration more challenging and leading to increased marginalization.
Furthermore, the study found that begging is a widespread phenomenon,
particularly among women and children. The prevalence of begging reflects the
economic and social crisis faced by impoverished families, compelling them to
seek alternative sources of income.

The study also established a strong positive correlation between the social
conditions of poor families and the phenomenon of begging. In other words, as
social hardships intensify, the rate of begging increases.

In light of these findings, the study recommends reconsidering the adequacy of
the financial support provided to the head of the household to ensure it
sufficiently covers the living expenses of all family members under state care.
Additionally, it urges the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor to fulfill its
essential role in providing comprehensive care and assistance to impoverished
families. The study also emphasizes the importance of identifying families that
have adopted begging as a profession and working towards offering employment
opportunities for their primary breadwinners and other family members.
Keywords: Poor Families — Begging Phenomenon — Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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