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Abstract
The Methodology of Shaykh al-Islam in Refuting
Opponents in Matters of Creed by Citing Their Own
Imams and Esteemed Figures

Dr. Hamad bin Abdul Mohsen Al-Tuwaijri
Faculty Member, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

This research examines, through an inductive and analytical
approach, a prominent methodology employed by Shaykh al-
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah in refuting opponents on matters of creed:
arguing against them by citing the statements of their own
esteemed imams and scholars. The study aims to highlight the
strength of this polemical technique, which places the opponent
in a critical position, compelling them either to admit their imam
was mistaken or to retract their own view. This method also
effectively exposes the internal contradictions and inconsistencies
within opposing schools of thought, demonstrating Ibn
Taymiyyah's vast knowledge of his adversaries' sources, which at
times surpassed that of their own adherents.

The paper presents practical examples of this methodology by
reviewing Ibn Taymiyyah's citations in his refutations of various
groups, including affiliates of the major jurisprudential schools,
Sufis, Ash'aris, Mu'tazilites, and philosophers. It shows how the
statements of their early imams often align with the creed of Ahl
al-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah and contradict the established positions
of their later followers. The research concludes that this approach
was a hallmark of Ibn Taymiyyah's refutations, particularly
against the Ash'aris and Sufis, due to the significant divergence of
their later scholars from the principles of their predecessors,
making it a powerful scholarly tool for establishing proof and
nullifying misconceptions.

Keywords: Ibn Taymiyyah's methodology, Refuting
opponents, Matters of creed, Establishing proof, Ash'arism,
Sufism.
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