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Abstract:

The minaret is one of the most important architectural elements of the
mosque, which gave it its own identity. The aim of establishing minarets
was initially to convey the call to prayer. But soon its functions
multiplied, in which height played a major role on it; as used it in
surveillance and reconnaissance, guidance of ships and convoys, guide
people to the location of the mosque, determine the direction of the Qibla,
astronomical observatories, observing the crescents, and forecasting
storms, etc. Then the minarets, with their great heights, soon exceeded
their functions to send symbolic connotations, to everyone who sees it
towering in the sky of Islamic cities, suggesting the extent of the strength
and greatness of its founders and the dominance of the Islamic religion.
They are extremely important functions and meanings in a region that
was rife with conflicts, strife, and wars, such as the countries of Al-
Maghreb and Andalusia; due to the ethnic, religious, sectarian, and
political differences of its people and rulers. In this research, we highlight
the importance of the great height of minarets in Al-Maghreb and
Andalusia through the functional and symbolic dimensions, and the
extent of the reflection of the urban development of the city, as well as
the political, religious, sectarian, and economic conditions on height of
minarets. And knowing the extent of the impact of the towering height of
the minarets on its architecture in terms of its layout, the depth of its
foundations, the strength of its walls, and its building materials, applied to
the Almohad minarets.

Keywords: Minarets, Functional, Symbolic, Architecture, Al-Maghreb,
Andalusia, Almohads.
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