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"l learned about the role of language in building a nation, in defining identity

and fueling nationalism. | learned that it is impossible to separate Hebrew

from Judaism, Zionism, and proof of ownership. | learned that Arabic is a

form of a cultural pre—emptive reaction ... which maintains identity and
prevents assimilation" (Maoz, Livny,2011:108)
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"To write in Arabic the way | speak it, in a Palestinian—Israeli dialect, just
isn't possible," he says. "Only literary Arabic is used for writing and | don't
know it well enough. (http://bit.ly/2uoU6Ae Accessed at: 11/1/2025, 1am
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For him, Hebrew is not the language of the other/master, no more so than it
is the language of Kashua and his protagonists — in his own words, it is the

language of building bridges; it offers a way to be heard in Israel (Vlk

2017:34)
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"he feels more comfortable writing in Hebrew than in Arabic. All of these are

components of his identity but no one thing defines him. (Scot, 2019:13)
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