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Abstract:

The study addressed the changes in total fertility rates, age-specific fertility rates, and crude birth rates across
different regions of Saudi Arabia from 2004 to 2022, with the aim of understanding regional disparities and
analyzing shifts in total and age-specific fertility rates during this period. The descriptive-analytical method was
employed, utilizing data from population censuses for the years 2004, 2010, and 2022, along with reports from
the General Authority for Statistics and international organizations. The findings revealed a significant decline in
fertility and birth rates. The total fertility rate dropped from 5 births per woman in 2004 to approximately 3 in
2022, while the crude birth rate decreased from 26.6 per thousand people to 18.9. The results also indicated
regional disparities, with Riyadh experiencing a 48.3% reduction in total fertility rate, from 5.13 in 2004 to 2.65
in 2022. Makkah saw a 50.2% decline, from 4.92 in 2004 to 2.45 in 2022, while Tabuk exhibited the lowest
decline at 26.4%, from 4.21 in 2004 to 3.10 in 2022.The study recommends focusing on understanding the
underlying causes of regional disparities in fertility rates and developing policies that align with the demographic
and social characteristics of each region. It suggests crafting strategies that account for cultural and economic
differences while enhancing the quality of healthcare and educational services across various regions.

Keywords:Fertility, regional disparities, Saudi Arabia , demographic transitions, population policies.
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