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A Study of One of the Ear Stelae Discovered in Saqgara,
Unpublished.
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Abstract:

During the era of the New Kingdom, religious thoughts developed, and
as a result, some concepts developed while new concepts emerged,
including the concept of "personal piety", which reflects the relationship
between the individual and the deity, which led to the invention of new
tools for communicating with deities, including what is known as "Ear
Stelae", which are a means through which the deity can listen to the
requests, supplications, and desires of individuals and then fulfill them.
It was noted during the era of the Eighteenth Dynasty that these Stelae
depicted either the ear only or the ear with the deity and the person who
had a request. Then, in the Nineteenth Dynasty, the Egyptians turned to
texts more than Depictions, and the ear and listening were referred to in
the text without Depicting it. The number of ears depicted varied from
one Stela to another, as it reached one ear at its lowest and about three
hundred and seventy-six ears at its highest till now. As for the size of
these Stelae, it varied, as some of them did not exceed a few
centimeters, while others reached one meter in height. Most of these
Stelae were found in two main areas: "Deir el-Medina" in southern Egypt,
and "Memphis" in the north. These Stelae were associated with a
specific deities, most notably the deity “Ptah”, it can be said that the new
kingdom was the golden age of this type of Stelae, as it disappeared
after the twentieth dynasty.

Keywords:

Stela, Ear, Deity, Listening, New kingdom, Ptah.
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