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Abstract

A Proposed Unit in Social Studies Based on the Pintrich Model to
Develop Probing Thinking and Reduce Cognitive Load among
Primary Stage Pupils

The current research aimed to determine the effectiveness of a
proposed unit in social studies based on the Pintrich model for
developing probing thinking and reducing the cognitive load among
primary stage pupils. To achieve this goal, the researcher prepared a
list of the probing thinking skills required for the sixth-grade primary
stage pupils. This list was the basis for designing the proposed unit,
the student’s handbook, the teacher’s guide, and the learning tasks
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and activities workbook. The researcher also prepared a test for
measuring pupils’ probing thinking and a scale for assessing cognitive
load with its three dimensions (external, internal, and germane). The
test and the scale were administered before and after teaching the
research group. The results indicated the effectiveness of the
proposed unit in social studies based on the Pintrich model in
developing probing thinking and reducing the cognitive load among
primary stage pupils.

Key words: the proposed unit based on the Pintrich model, probing
thinking, cognitive load.
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