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Abstract:

One Adjective, Multiple Descriptions: A Comparative Study between Arabic and
English in Light of Qur’anic Translations, with 'Al-’Adheem’ and 'Al-Kabeer' as
Case Studies.

This study sheds light on an aspect of the linguistic richness in Arabic, which gives
it the ability to adapt to various fields and styles. One of these aspects is the use of a
single adjective, such as ‘intense,” ‘big,” ‘small,” ‘great’ and others, to describe
multiple and diverse subjects in terms of appearance, form, and essence, without
causing confusion for the reader or recipient. The study is based on several key
points: it compares the use of a single adjective to describe multiple subjects in
Arabic and English. It utilises the Holy Qur'an and various translations to achieve
the expected outcomes. It focuses on two adjectives from the Qur'an, ‘Al-‘Adheem’
and ‘Al-Kabeer,” in both their indefinite and definite forms. It also compares these
adjectives through the analysis of the statements of commentators and translators of
the Qur’an. The study reveals the fundamental difference between Arabic and
English in terms of expressive and semantic structure, which enhances the deep
understanding of the aesthetics of the Arabic language and its rhetorical and
linguistic richness. It also suggests expanding on such research that could enrich the
reader, researcher, and translator, to help them make better choices of appropriate
vocabulary in the right contexts.

Keywords: adjective, Arabic, English, Al-‘Adheem, Al-Kabeer
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Yusuf Ali That is the great Salvation.
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(But left the biggest one). (It
was done by the biggest of
them).

(The chief of the). (Their chief
hath done it).

(except the biggest of them).
(The biggest of them (idols)
did it).

(A large one among them).
(The largest of them - did it.)

(The biggest of them). (This
was done by - this is their
biggest one).
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