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Tales of Female Demons: between Terrifying Children and Misogyny in Ancient Greece

Abstract:

Children in Ancient Greece listened to popular tales during the family meetings for
warming and entertainment in the lengthy calm winter nights. Greek nurses and mothers
narrated tales of the demons who kidnapped and killed children such as the tales of Lamia,
Mormo, Empousa among others. Such tales were aimed to orient children to adopt a
particular form of behavior and to quit another. Ancient Greeks imagined that the demons of
killing children are women who died without having children, or as women who failed to
bring up their children soundly. Thus, they mainly failed to achieve the objective of being
mothers; which is the objective they were created for according to the patriarchal point of
view. Such women felt envious and jealousy of successful mothers. The belief in "demon
envy" was a common belief in the countries of the Mediterranean Sea basin which is believed
to be the cause of all pandemics and children sudden deaths which could not be rationally
interpreted. This paper tackles psychological aspects in the tales kidnapping and killing
children by demons such as: role of such tales in terrifying children through orienting and
motivating them to adopt a certain form of behavior (i.e. which is commonly called "the
educational role") and their embodiment of misogyny (coyvvia) in Ancient Greece. This is
in addition to depicting such demons as a rational reason for sudden death of children (i.e.

what is commonly known as "syndrome of sudden death of infants").

Keywords: tales, demons, terrifying children, misogyny, Ancient Greece
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Greek art, (PhD., University of Missouri-Columbia, 2018), 148- 149, n. 79.
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(3 Zhao, Q., Monsters in Children’s Picture Books and Childhood Fears: Do Stories
Featuring Monsters in Children’s Picture Books Play a Part in Managing Childhood
Fears?, (MA., Waikato Institute of Technology, 2023), 4.

(9 Taylor, M. A., The Monster Chronicles: The Role of Children’s Stories Featuring
Monsters in Managing Childhood Fears and Promoting Empowerment, (MA., Queensland
University of Technology, 2010), 4- 5.

B7 Zhao, Monsters in Children’s Picture Books, 8- 9.

®® Taylor, The Monster Chronicles, 7.
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(9 Asplund Ingemark, C. and Ingemark, D., "More than Scapegoating the Therapeutic
Potential of Stories of Child- Killing Demons in Ancient Greece and Rome", in: C.
Asplund Ingemark, Therapeutic Uses of Storytelling: An Interdisciplinary Approach to
Narration as Therapy, (2013), 79- 81.

40 welissariou, A., "Two folktales (Vampire beings in Greek folktales)", Philology and
Cultural Studies 14/ 63, (2021), 223.

1) Fratantuono, L., "Varium et Mutabile Semper Femina: Aristophanes’ Shapeshifting Lamia
and Virgil’s Dido", Myrtia 38, (2023), 71- 72.
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“2) Johnston, Restless Dead Encounters, 193- 194; Imperio, O., "La donna diavolo nella
grecia antica: Lamia, Circe, Empusa e le stagioni della vita umana”, Synthesis 22, (2015),
9.

3 Resnick, I. M. and Kitchell Jr., K. F., "The Sweepings of Lamia: Transformations of the
Myths of Lilith and Lamia”, in: A. Cuffel and B. Britt (eds.), Religion, Gender, and
Culture in the Pre-Modern World, (New York, 2007), 81.
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Burkert, W., The Orientalizing Revolution: Near Eastern Influence on Greek Culture in the
Early Archaic Age, (Cambridge, MA,1992), 83; West, Some Cults of Greek Goddesses
and Female Daemons of Oriental Origin, 377- 378.

“4) Syropoulos, S., A Bestiary of Monsters in Greek Mythology, (Oxford, 2018), 125- 126.
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Delia, G., "How did a foreign bearded snake become the protector of Alexandria and the
Ptolemaic dynasty? Reflections on the cult of the Agathodaimon, the cornerstone of the
Greek-Egyptian syncretism”, in: The Archaeology of Ritual: Rethinking Ritual Practices
in Sanctuaries and Necropoleis of the Ancient Mediterranean Wold, (Proceedings of the
international Workshop Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, 7th-8th February 2020), 227.
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ONpLOdN. T®V Yap yvopévev avT maidwv andviov televtdviov Bapvbopodcav €l Td
na0el kol @Bovodoav Toig TOV GAAOV YOVOIK®Y €DTEKVIOIG KEAEDEWV €K TOV AYKOADY
e€apmalecOan ta fpéen Kol Topayppo ATOKTEVVELY".

@7 Peck, H. T., Harpers Dictionary of Classical Antiquities, (New York, 1898), (mormo-
harpers).

AYQ



daa) ) (llea daaa [a aY Y gig (¥)) 2l

s VLYY e Qe QI ey i€ axdisall (M) s of Sy (aYS -YY) (Plinius)
asal AT dilleall ADLL a5 —(Laestrygonians) ¢ syl Al gl e csh Al g
Lo 55 caginfis apiiley 8 0 LaS) eVlhl aati g8 LY Tuad 40D gayse duad () 0
g o lla pe Jall oo WS bl o i Ll ol (Ll AT G say5e 3y agians Jaa
@Y dale b —llag LeY (e oSall o~ sayse Raendi o JAT mimse (A (i (g
O il (el 13ely ey s ol QLS Lad LS e Yoy e JUkY) Jiy Ciuda oglas
) LYY aliae cilS 38 3 o Giaien i deay Jaly (C)USE e ST gt
(eandl ) Clisarsall 51 gayse auls lenans A aladll b JULY) Cuasi (ulalad ) el

LU o3 Ciuay 3 aa gl Al o8 alS

(ol gy g aliall Tapee 8 Lusa) Alaadl) e Canad U el Gn 0e OIS

J ehaih Jalgall ¢ lully aamyl) JUlY1 aalgd il e Lugsay lath o) ol .V iles 5100l 5)50m
(Glaucothea) WS dla 4x e (sl "lugaal il S Layyg L pglili & QLdll gsas Ul culg
Leyd e Ole A CulS Al ~Zaeud) i (2. 3TYY —¥44) (Aeschines) et sally
Jra s sl ()l else) (s —dlaall 130 (8 Lo Lugaa) Byes o Sy (-l 3
Glbadll e Lisse) aud @) OIS Layys Aaend) Gl el e leand ggillay ity

ansl (e ildanal) ey 30 Layys cabyedis 138 aglad o (pe Jlagll et a4 Gaand) i

“® Plin. Nat. 28.78.
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