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Learning disabilities teachers’ perceptions about the importance of
teaching phonological awareness skills to students with learning
disabilities in reading at the elementary stage
PhD. Rawan Mohammed Ali Alsuwaiyel
Department of Special Education, Faculty of education,

King Saud University, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract:

This study aimed to know the perceptions of learning
difficulties teachers in the elementary stage about the importance of
teaching phonological awareness skills to students with learning
difficulties in reading, in addition to the strategies, programs and
activities they implement in the resource room to teach phonological
awareness skills, and the strategies used to diagnose phonological
awareness skills. The researcher used the qualitative research method,
and relied on the semi-structured individual interview tool. The
number of participants in this study was (12) of learning difficulties
teachers, including seven males and five females. The data were
analyzed using the reflexive thematic analysis method and using the
MAXQDA Analytics Pro 24 program. The results showed the presence
of several mental and formed perceptions of learning difficulties
teachers. The mental perceptions are evidence-based practice,
improving the level of the student, scientific and professional
preparation of the learning difficulties teacher, confusion between the
concept of phonological awareness and the concept of phonemic
awareness, and the lack of Arabic sources. As for the formed
perceptions, they are employing phonological awareness, teaching
strategies, diagnosing phonological awareness, and professional
development of the learning difficulties teacher. The implications of
the study findings could be applied to training learning difficulties
teachers to know the skills of phonological awareness and its teaching
strategies, which contributes to improving teaching outcomes.

Keywords: Phonological awareness, learning disabilities
teachers, learning disabilities, reading, elementary stage.
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