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Teachers' Perceptions about Strategies Used for Verbal
Mathematical Problems for Female Students with learning
Disabilities in Math

Abstract:

The current study aims to describe the perceptions of teachers of
students with learning disabilities in math regarding the strategies used
to improve the skill of solving verbal math problems. It also seeks to
identify the challenges that hinder the implementation of these
strategies and proposes solutions from the teachers’ perspectives to
address these challenges. Data were collected using a qualitative
approach based on Phenomenological design, where the researcher
conducted in-depth interviews with a sample of teachers, consisting of
(5) mathematics teachers and (7) teachers specializing in learning
disabilities, all working in public elementary schools in the city of Hail
in Saudi Arabia. The results of the study showed the most prominent
strategies used by teachers to teach verbal mathematical problem-
solving skills, including direct teaching, tangible, semi-tangible and
abstract, coding, think-pair-share, and multiple senses, which had a
clear positive impact on improving the verbal mathematical problem-
solving skills of female students learning disabilities in math. The
results also explained the sources of obtaining these strategies and the
methods of selecting teaching strategies.The study also found a set of
challenges facing female teachers in applying teaching strategies,
which were classified into three categories: challenges related to
female students, challenges related to female teachers, and challenges
related to the educational environment. The study contributed to
providing solutions to overcome these challenges, which were
represented in training support, financial support, and cooperative
support. The study also presented a few recommendations aimed at
enhancing the application of teaching strategies more effectively.

Keywords: Teachers, Students, Learning disabilities in
mathematics, Verbal mathematical word problems, Teaching
strategies.
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