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Abstract: This article explores metaphor as one of the most
widely used rhetorical devices in literary works, with a focus
on its application in Mo Yan’s Red Sorghum. Metaphors create
a sense of defamiliarization by distancing the tenor from the
vehicle, engaging readers to fill in the aesthetic gaps through
reflection and understanding, thereby extending the reading
experience. Mo Yan’s unique linguistic style employs
metaphors, personifications, and other rhetorical techniques,
paired with rhythmic and tonal elements, to achieve a
distinctive and personalized literary expression that enhances
the expressiveness and impact of literary language. Using
Hassanein’s Arabic translation of Red Sorghum as a case
study, this paper analyzes the translation strategies for similes
and metaphors from the perspective of Nida’s functional
equivalence theory. It examines how rhetorical features are
reproduced during translation and how cross-cultural
communication effects are maximized.
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