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The coupling between the beautiful names of Allah, its types and its
doctrinal significance
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Assistant Professor of Doctrine, Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Sharia and Law - University of Tabuk

Abstract:

The knowledge of Allah’s Most Beautiful Names and His Supreme
Attributes is one of the greatest branches of knowledge and one of the most
important ways to attain a true understanding of Allah (Glorified and Exalted
be He). It is the best way to spend one’s time and dedicate one’s life and
moments to beneficial learning. Establishing a solid foundation in the study
of Allah’s Names and Attributes by examining the issues that lead to a
precise understanding of this field is among the most significant areas of
research.

This study focuses on one of the most frequently discussed aspects in
Islamic texts related to Allah’s Most Beautiful Names: the pairing,
association, and coupling of these Names. The study explains the types of
pairing among Allah’s Names and the theological meanings they convey. It
defines the concept of *pairing* both linguistically and terminologically,
provides definitions of *Allah’s Most Beautiful Names*, and outlines the
criteria for considering a name as one of Allah’s Names. Additionally, it
establishes the standard for the pairing of these Names, explores the
wisdom behind it, and concludes that this pairing occurs in three forms:

1. *Paired Names that function as a single unit, where the two names are
inseparable and convey a combined meaning, such as *Al-Ghafur Ar-Rahim
(The Forgiving, The Merciful).

2. *Contrasting Paired Names, where the two names have an opposite
meaning but can be mentioned separately, such as *An-Nafi’ Ad-Darr (The
Benefactor, The Harmful).

3. *Conjoined Names mentioned together in context but also found
separately elsewhere, such as *As-Sami’ Al-'Alim (The All-Hearing, The All-
Knowing).

The study also highlights the *theological implications* associated with
each of these three types. It concludes with key findings and
recommendations, followed by indexes of sources, references, and topics.

Key words: Pairings - the Most Beautiful Names of God - the doctrinal

significance
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