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Abstract:

This study examines political relations between the Kingdom of
the Georgians and the Islamic powers in Shirvan during the
period 485-628 AH (1092-1231 CE). The northern region of the
Islamic world, which includes this area, was among the territories
reached by the early Islamic conquests. The Georgian lands,
which constitute a part of modern-day Georgia, were inhabited by
a population known as the Georgians (al-Kurj). Following their
conquest in the year 20 AH, the Muslims established their
sovereignty over these territories, concluded with the local
inhabitants a peace treaty, under which the Georgians
acknowledged Muslim sovereignty. Like other regions, this area
remained under Islamic rule. However, during the second
Abbasid era (232-334 AH / 847-946 CE), when the Islamic state
began to weaken on its frontiers, the Georgians succeeded in
establishing their own state. They subsequently came under
Byzantine influence and participated alongside Byzantine forces
in attacks against Islamic frontier territories. When the Seljuks
assumed power in the latter half of the fifth century AH, they
managed to bring the Kingdom of Georgia under their control.
Nevertheless, this dominance was short-lived, as the Seljuks
themselves grew weaker after the death of Sultan Malikshah in
485 AH (1092 CE). Sensing the weakness of the Islamic state at
the beginning of the 6th century AH due to internal conflicts, the
Georgians gradually expanded their influence, exploiting both the
Muslim internal conflicts and the Crusader campaigns targeting
Muslims in the Levant and Upper Mesopotamia. Seizing this
opportunity, they allied with other adversaries of Islam and
launched attacks on Muslim territories. Located on the eastern
coast of the Black Sea in the Caucasus, the region of Shirvan was
a pivotal area that witnessed significant political upheavals and
numerous conflicts during the Middle Ages. It played a crucial
role in the power struggle between Islamic forces and the
Christian kingdoms of the Caucasus. Among the most prominent
of these kingdoms was the Kingdom of the Georgians (Georgia),
which was a major rival to the Islamic powers in the region. This
kingdom had a profound impact on the political and economic
history of its relations with Islamic territories.

Keywords: Political relations, Kingdom of the Georgians,
Shirvan, Georgia, Caucasus region
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