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Social Dimensions of Deception and Fraud in the Legal Profession in
Personal Status Courts in Saudi Society
Aziza Saeed Ali Al-Qahtani
Mohammed Muqbil Lafi Al-Jahni

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the social dimensions of deception and fraud in the
legal profession in personal status courts in Saudi society. Using the analytical
approach, the study showed the following: 1) The legal profession, like all professions,
is vulnerable to the presence of some individuals who practice fraud and deception
methods, and circumvent systems and laws in violation of professional ethics and
established legal standards. 2) Deception and fraud practices constitute a serious
violation that negatively affects the course of justice, as they contribute to disrupting
the adjudication of lawsuits and prolonging their duration, which leads to increased
procedural complexities and hindering the achievement of prompt justice. 3) The
social dimensions of the phenomenon are manifested in the disintegration of family
ties and the escalation of family disputes, in addition to the decline in the level of trust

in legal institutions and the fragility of their position in societal awareness.

In light of these results, the study recommends the following: 1- Amending
Article Thirteen of the Lawyers' Law to become: Taking into account what is stated in
Article Twelve, the lawyer may use the methods he deems appropriate and effective
in defending his client, provided that these methods do not include any form of lying,
fraud, deception or misleading, and that they adhere to the provisions of the regulations
and ethics of the profession, and he may not be held accountable for what he includes
in his written or oral pleadings that are required by the right to legitimate defense, as
long as this is within the established regulatory and ethical limits. 2) Strengthening
legal and ethical oversight of the performance of lawyers by establishing advanced and
effective oversight mechanisms, and activating deterrent penalties against violators, in
a manner that ensures full compliance with the provisions of the regulations and

standards of professional ethics.

Keywords: Deception and fraud, the legal profession, personal statu
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