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The Preference between Prophetic Hadiths in Light of Established
Criteria (A Model Study)
Asma Samir Al-Shishtawi Ahmed
Department of Hadith and its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls in Kafr EI-Sheikh, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
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Abstract:
The study in the first chapter aimed to clarify the meaning of "priority"

(tarjin) in both its linguistic and technical sense. We found that the
definitions provided by the Usuli scholars are nearly identical in
meaning, as prioritization occurs only when there is a conflict between
two legal evidences. Accordingly, the type of these two evidences is
considered. If one of the evidences has an addition or an extra element,
it becomes the stronger one and is thus given precedence, while the
other is disregarded or even annulled. The Usuli scholars agree on the
necessity of reconciling between hadiths whose apparent meanings
suggest a contradiction. This can be achieved either by reconciling and
harmonizing the conflicting narrations, by interpreting the differing ones,
or by accepting both reconciliation and interpretation.

As we discussed the conditions that must be met in order to carry out
the process of prioritization (tarjin), we also addressed the scholars'
positions on it. We explained that there are many differences of opinion,
which stem from their varying views on the nature of contradiction, and
are a result of differences in the jurisprudential schools' perspectives on
evidence. Furthermore, we discussed the causes of contradiction
between texts, noting that this issue is not confined to any specific
section or book of jurisprudence. The primary focus of this research,
however, was on the hadith-related aspect rather than the usul
(principles of jurisprudence) aspect. As for the second chapter, it
focused on hadiths that appear to be contradictory but are resolved
through prioritization (tarjih). An example of this is the hadith regarding
the leveling and flattening of graves. Through the research on the
concepts of contradiction and prioritization, we reached a conclusion in
which we summarized the most important findings.

Keywords: Contradiction, Reconciliation between conflicting hadiths,
Prioritization between conflicting hadiths.
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Edited by Dr. ‘A’ishah ‘Abd al-Rahman (Bint al-
Shati’), Professor of Graduate Studies, Faculty of
Shari‘ah, Fes, Al-Qarawiyyin University. Published by
Dar al-Ma‘“arif.
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e Al-Mahsiil, by Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Umar
ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn al-Timi al-Razi, known as
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Khutbi al-Rayy (d. 606 AH).
Study and Edition by Dr. Taha Jabir Fayyad al-
‘Alwani. Published by Maktabat al-Risalah, 3rd
edition, 1418 AH - 1997 CE.

e  Al-Muhalla bi al-Athar, by Abii Muhammad ‘Ali ibn
Ahmad ibn Sa‘id ibn Hazm al-Andalusi al-Qurtubi al-
Zahir1 (d. 456 AH). Published by Dar al-Fikr, Beirut.

o Mukhtasar sharh al-Kawkab al-munir, by Taqi al-Din
Abil al-Baga’ Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn ‘Ali, known as Ibn al-Najjar al-Hanbali (d.
972 AH). Edited by Muhammad and Nazih Hammad.
Published by Maktabat al-‘Obaykan, 2nd edition, 1418
AH - 1997 CE.

e Al-Mustadrak ala al-sahthayn, by Imam al-Hafiz Aba
‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysabiiri, with its summary
by al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi, may Allah have mercy on them
both. Edited by Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata. Published
by Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut, Lebanon. First
edition, 1411 AH - 1990 CE.

e Al-Mustasfa, by Aba Hamid Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Tast (d. 505 AH). Edited by
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Shafi. Published
by Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, First edition, 1413 AH -
1993 CE.

o  Musnad Abt Yala al-Mawsili, by Imam al-Hafiz
Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Muthanna al-Tamimi (210 AH -
307 AH). Edited and Hadiths verified by Salim Asad.
Published by Dar al-Ma’miin i al-Turath, Damascus,
First edition, 1404 AH - 1984 CE.

o Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, by Abu ‘Abd
Allah Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal ibn Hilal ibn
Asad al-Shaybant (d. 241 AH). Edited by Shu‘ayb al-
Arnawit, ‘Adil Murshid, and others. Supervised by Dr.
‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki. Published by
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Maktabat al-Risalah, First edition, 1421 AH - 2001 CE.
Al-Musnad al-sahih al-Mukhtasar bi-nagl al- Adl an
al-4dl ila Rasal Allah (salla Allah ‘4alayhi wa-
sallam), by Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj Abt al-Hasan al-
Qushayr1 al-Naysaburi (d. 261 AH). Edited by
Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi. Published by Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut.

Al-Mu tamad fi usil al-figh, by Muhammad ibn ‘Al1
al-Tayyib Abt al-Husayn al-Basrt al-Mu‘tazili (d. 436
AH). Edited by Khalil al-Mays. Published by Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirut, 1403 AH.

Mu jam Magqgayis al-lughah, by Ahmad ibn Faris ibn
Zakariyya al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu al-Husayn (d. 395
AH). Edited by ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harin.
Published by Dar al-Fikr, 1399 AH - 1979 CE.

Matifat anwa® ‘wulim al-hadith, known as
Mugaddimat Ibn al-Salah, by ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman, Abii ‘Amr, Taqi al-Din al-Hamawi, known as
Ibn al-Salah (d. 643 AH). Edited by Nir al-Din ‘Atar.
Published by Dar al-Fikr — Syria, Dar al-Fikr al-
Mu‘asir — Beirut, 1406 AH - 1986 CE.

Al-Muntazim fi Tartkh al-mulik wa-al-umam, by
Abi al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Jawz1 (d.
597 AH). Published by Dar Beirut, first edition, 357
AH.

Al-mnkhwl min tafigat al-usial, by Abi Hamid
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Tsi (d. 505
AH). Edited, annotated, and verified by Dr.
Muhammad Hasan Haytt. Published by Dar al-Fikr al-
Mu‘asir (Beirut, Lebanon), Dar al-Fikr (Damascus,
Syria), third edition, 1419 AH - 1998 CE.

Manhaj al-Tawfiq wa-al-tarjth bayna mukhtalif al-
hadith, by ‘Abd al-Majid Isma‘l. Published by Dar al-
Naf?’is, Beirut, 1997.

Al-Muwafaqat fi usil al-figh, by Ibrahim ibn Musa
ibn Muhammad al-Lakhmi al-Gharnati, known as al-
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Shatibi (d. 790 AH). Published by Dar al-Ma'rifa,
Beirut, edited by ‘Abd Allah Daraz.

e Nasb al-Rayah, by °Abd Allah ibn Yasuf Aba
Muhammad al-ZaylaT al-Hanafi (d. 762 AH).
Published by Dar al-Hadith, Cairo, 1357 AH. Edited by
Muhammad Yasuf al-Baniirt.

e  Nazariyat al-illah inda al-muhaddithin, The Theory
of Illah According to the Hadith Scholars, by Rida
Ahmad Samadi.

e Al-Nukat @ld Kitab ibn al-Salah, by Abu al-Fadl
Ahmad ibn ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hajar
al-‘Asqalan1 (d. 852 AH), edited by Rabi‘ ibn Hadi
‘Umar al-Madkhali, published by the Deanship of
Scientific Research at the Islamic University,
Madinah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, first edition,
1404 AH / 1984 CE.

e  Nihayat al-sil sharh Minhaj al-wusil, by ‘Abd al-
Rahim ibn al-Hasan ibn ‘Alt al-Isnaw1 al-ShafiT, Abu
Muhammad, Jamal al-Din (d. 772 AH), published by
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyah, Beirut, Lebanon, first edition,
1420 AH /1999 CE.

e Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa al-Athar, by Imam
Majd al-Din Abu al-Sa‘adat al-Mubarak ibn
Muhammad al-Jazri ibn al-Athir (d. 606 AH),
published by Dar Ihya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabtyah.

o Al-Wafi bi-al-Wafayat, by Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Abt
Bakr al-Safadi, published by Franz Statter Schta
Nafart, 1411 AH - 1991 CE.

. Wafayat al-ayan wnba’ abna’ al-Zaman, by Abu al-
‘Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim ibn Abi1 Bakr ibn Khallikan al-Barmaki (d. 681
AH), edited by lhsan ‘Abbas, published by Dar Sadir -
Beirut, first edition, 1419 AH - 1999 CE.
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