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The Concordance between al-Tabari and al-Ash'ari in
Creedal Issues: ""An Overview and Analysis"

Abdallah Mahmoud Serour Ali
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Principles of
Religion and Da’wah, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt
Email: abdalasouror@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research discusses the doctrinal concordance and
alignment between Imam al-Tabari and Imam al-Ash'ari,
aiming to demonstrate that the Ash'ari school of thought is not
a product of Ash‘ari's era and ijtihad alone, but was also
shared by other scholars who preceded or coexisted with him,
such as al-Tabari, al-Maturidi, and others.
The study highlights the concordance between the two Imams,
al-Tabari and al-Ash’ari, in the foundational principles of
belief, upon which many other theological issues are built,
such as their shared stance on the issue of the creation of the
world. They both employed the same reasoning and division
into substances and accidents, even using nearly identical
terminology in their arguments.
This issue of the creation of the world is a foundational
doctrinal matter that leads to many other theological
discussions, such as the impossibility of accidents subsisting
by themselves, and the rejection of accidents without a
beginning. Thus, both agreed on the handling of the divine
attributes, particularly the attributes of actions, and affirmed
the impossibility of accidents subsisting in the essence of the
Divine. Both also rejected any form of anthropomorphism or
corporatization in relation to the Divine.
As this study shows, both Imam al-Tabari and Imam al-
Ash'ari employed new intellectual tools appropriate to their
respective times, shaping their theological formulations and
arguments in ways that responded to the demands and
challenges of their eras.
Keywords: Concordance, Al-Tabari, Al-Ash‘ari, Creation of
the World, Declarative Attributes.
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Edition: Second, 1417 AH - 1996 AD.

13y Ibn Asakir: Tabien kazeb almuftary, Publisher: Dar al-Kitab al-
Arabi - Beirut, Third Edition, 1404 AH - Clarification of the
Lies of the Accuser, Print: Al-Tawfiq Damascus 1347 AH.

14y Ibn Aqil: Sharh Ibn Aqil on the Alfiyyaht Ibn Malik, Edited by:
Muhammad Muhyi al-Din Abdul Hamid, Publisher: Dar al-
Turath - Cairo, Dar Misr for Printing, Said Joudah al-Sahhar and
Partners, Edition: Twentieth 1400 AH - 1980 AD.

15y Ibn Furk: mujarrad mqalat Ash'ari, Print: Dar al-Mashriq Beirut
Lebanon, Editor: Daniel Jimaria 1987 AD.

16y Ibn Qadi Shuhbah: tabagat Al-Shafiia by Ibn Qadi Shuhbah,
Edited by: Dr. Al-Hafiz Abdul Aleem Khan, Publisher: Alam al-
Kutub - Beirut, Edition: First, 1407 AH.

17y Ibn Qadi Shuhbah: manaqp Al-Shafi: Edited by: Abdul Aziz
Fayyad Harfoush, Publisher: Dar al-Bashair for Printing,
Publishing and Distribution, Damascus - Syria, Edition: First,
1424 AH = 2003 AD.

18y Ibn Kathir: Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, Print: Ihya al-Turath,
Edited by: Ali Shiri, Publisher: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi,
Edition: First 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

19y Ibn Kathir: tabaqgat Al-Shafi'is, Edited by: Dr. Ahmed Omar
Hashim, Dr. Muhammad Zainhum Muhammad Azab, Publisher:
Library of Religious Culture, Date of Publication: 1413 AH -
1993 AD.

20y Abu al-Abbas al-Irbili: wafayat alaayan, Edited by: Ihsan Abbas,
Publisher: Dar Sader - Beirut.
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21y Al-Akhdari: matn alsullam almunaurq, edited by Bilal Al-Najjar.

22y Al-Isnawi: tabaqat Al-Shafiia, edited by Kamal Yusuf Al-Hout,
publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah, edition: first 2002 AD.

23y Al-Ash'ari: ausoul ahl alSunnah wa aljmaa, edited by Dr. Al-
Jalind.

24y Al-Ash'ari: alebano an ausoul aldeyano, edited by Dr. Fawqiya
Hussein Mahmoud, publisher: Dar Al-Ansar - Cairo, edition:
first, 1397 AH.

25y Al-Ash'ari: alumaa fi alrad ala ahl alzayg wa albedaa, edited by
Prof. Dr. Hassan Al-Shafi'i, presented by Prof. Dr. Ahmed Al-
Tayyib, Sheikh of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, Dar Al-Hukama for
publishing.

26y Al-Baqillani: Al-Bagqillani: tamhid alawael wa tlkhis aldlael,
edited by Imad Al-Din Ahmed Haidar, publisher: Cultural
Books Foundation - Lebanon, edition: first, 1407 AH - 1987
AD. The fairness.

27y Al-Bukhari: Sahih Al-Bukhari, publisher: Dar Ibn Kathir, Al-
Yamamah - Beirut, third edition, 1407 - 1987 AD, edited by Dr.
Mustafa Deeb Al-Bagha, Professor of Hadith and its Sciences at
the Faculty of Sharia - University of Damascus.

28y Al-Bakri: muajam mastaajam men asmaa alblad wa almawadea,
publisher: Alam Al-Kutub, Beirut, edition: third, 1403 AH.

29y Al-Bijouri: tuhfat almurid ala jawharat altwhed, published by Al-
Halabi, 1939 AD.

30y Al-Bayhagqi: alasmaa wa Isefat, edited and its hadiths extracted
and commented on by Abdullah bin Muhammad Al-Hashidi,
presented by the esteemed Sheikh Mugbil bin Hadi Al-Wadi',
publisher: Al-Suwadi Library, Jeddah - Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, edition: first, 1413 AH - 1993 AD.

31y Al-Juwayni: alershad, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut 1416
AH.
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32y Haji Khalifa: sullam ausoul ela tbaqat althuol: Mahmoud Abdul
Qadir Al-Arnaout, Supervision and Presentation: Akmal Al-Din
Ihsanoglu, Editing: Saleh Saadawi Saleh, Index Preparation:
Salah Al-Din Oygur, Publisher: IRCICA Library, Istanbul -
Turkey, Year of Publication: 2010 AD.

33y Al-Hakim: The Supplement: Verification: Mustata Abdul Qadir
Atta, Publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah - Beirut, Edition:
First, 1411 - 1990 AD.

34y Prof. Dr. Hassan Al-Shafii: "majalat muatamar aleamam alu
alhasan alashari" Prof. Dr. Hassan Al-Shafii, graatt jadidi fi imam
ahl alsounno Abu Al-Hasan Al-Ash'ari, nehayat ishkalio fikrio,
Publisher: Dar Al-Quds Al-Arabi in Cairo, Conference Edition:
First 2014 AD.

35y Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi: Tarikh bagdad wa zuolo, Scientific
Edition, Publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah - Beirut, Study
and Verification: Mustafa Abdul Qadir Atta, Edition: First, 1417
AH.

36y Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi: Tarikh bagdad, Verified by Dr. Bashar
Awad Ma'ruf, Publisher: Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami - Beirut,
Edition: First, 1422 AH - 2002 AD.

37y Al-Dawoodi: tabaqat almufassirin by Al-Dawoodi, Publisher:
Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah - Beirut.

38y Al-Dhahabi: Tarikh alislam, Translated by Bashar, Verified by
Dr. Bashar Awad Ma'ruf, Publisher: Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami,
Edition: First, 2003 AD.

39y Al-Dhahabi: tazkerat alhoffaz = tabaqat Al-Dhahabi, Publisher:
Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah Beirut-Lebanon, Edition: First, 1419
AH - 1998 AD.

40y Al-Dhahabi: seyar aalam alnubalaa, Verified by a Group of
Researchers under the Supervision of Sheikh Shu'ayb Al-
Arnaout, Publisher: Al-Risalah Foundation, Edition: Third,
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1405 AH / 1985 AD.

41y Al-Zuhaili: Al-Imam Al-Tabari, Sheikh almufassrin wa aumdat
almuarrikhin - wa muqaddm alfugahaa almuhddthin, sahep
almazhap aljareri, author: Muhammad Al-Zubhaili, publisher: Dar
Al-Qalam - Damascus.

42y Al-Zarkali: ALaalam, publisher: Dar Al-Ilm for the Millions,
edition: fifteenth - May 2002.

43y Al-Sabki: tabaqat alshfeia alkubra, editor: Dr. Mahmoud
Muhammad Al-Tanahi, Dr. Abdul Fattah Muhammad Al-
Halou, publisher: Hijr for Printing, Publishing, and Distribution,
edition: second, 1413 AH.

44y Al-Suyuti: alitqan fi aulum alquran, editor: Muhammad Abu Al-
Fadl Ibrahim, publisher: The Egyptian General Book
Organization, edition: 1394 AH/ 1974.

45y Al-Suyuti: pugiat aluaa, editor: Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl
Ibrahim, publisher: The Contemporary Library - Lebanon /
Sidon - Classes of the Preservers: publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-
[Imiyyah - Beirut, edition: first, 1403 AH.

46y Al-Shahrastani: almelal wa Inehal, publisher: Dar Al-Ma'rifah -
Beirut, 1404, edited by: Muhammad Said Kilani.

47y Al-Safadi: alwafi be alwafiat, editor: Ahmad Al-Arna'out and
Turki Mustafa, publisher: Dar Thya' Al-Turath - Beirut, year of
publication: 1420 AH - 2000.

48y Salah Al-Din Al-Idlabi: aqaed alashaero (fi hewar hadea maa
shoubuhat almunaweiny - Dar Al-Salam - 2007.

49y Al-Tabari: altabsir i maalem alden: editor: Ali bin Abdul Aziz
bin Ali Al-Shibl, publisher: Dar Al-Asimah, edition: first 1416
AH - 1996.

50y Al-Tabari: tarikh altabari = Tarikh alrusoul wa almuluok:
Publisher: Dar Al-Turath — Beirut, Edition: Second - 1387 AH.

51y Al-Tabari: tafsir altabari = jamea albian, Ed. Shakir (1/429,

(24




[AY+Y0 il ] 0 pialg (ot 2kl 3 guosts iield gl duoShand) ol ) &S Ly ( Gyl gall dlaa)

Editor: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, Publisher: Al-Risalah
Foundation, Edition: First, 1420 AH - 2000 AD.

52y Abdul Salam Mazen: alaqido alislamio anda sultan alulamaa,
Publisher: Dar Al-Noor Al-Mubin 2012 AD.

53y Abdul Qahir Al-Baghdadi: ausoul alden, Publisher: The State of
Istanbul, Edition: First 1928 AD.

54y Abdullah Sarour: tawhid alebadao bin almazhab alashaari wa al
mdrso al taymyo deraso thlilio nagdio, Publisher: Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif Research Center, Year 1445 AH, 2024 AD.

55y Al-Izz Ibn Abd Al-Salam: rasael fi altawhid "almulho fi iateqad
ahl alhaq', Ed. lyad Al-Tabbaa, Publisher: Dar Al-Fikr Al-
Mu'asir, Beirut Lebanon, Dar Al-Fikr Damascus Syria, First
Edition: 1995 AD.

56y Al-Izz Ibn Abd Al-Salam: qawaed alahkam, Publisher: Al-Azhar
Libraries — Cairo, Edition: New, Accurate, Revised, 1414 AH -
1991 AD.

57y Al-Ghazali: aleqtesad fi al eateqad by Al-Ghazali, Footnotes by:
Abdullah Muhammad Al-Khalili, Publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-
[Imiyyah, Beirut — Lebanon, Edition: First, 1424 AH - 2004 AD.

58y Al-Ghazaligwaed alagaed, Editor: Musa Muhammad Alj,
Publisher: Alam Al-Kutub — Lebanon, Edition: Second, 1405
AH - 1985 AD.

59y Al-Fayruzabadi: algamus almubhit, Edited by: Heritage Research
Oftice at Al-Risalah Foundation, Supervised by: Muhammad
Naeem Al-Arqoussi, Publisher: Al-Risalah Foundation for
Printing, Publishing, and Distribution, Beirut — Lebanon,
Edition: Eighth, 1426 AH - 2005 AD.

60y Al-Qadi Abu Ya'la: almuatamad fi ausoul alden, Author: Al-
Qadi Abu Ya'la Al-Hanbali, Number of Volumes: 1, Edition
Number: 1, Country of Publication: Lebanon, Editor: Wadi'
Zidan Haddad, Publisher: Dar Al-Mashriq.

00




"dalsig e MELEY) Olwe L (5 ai¥ g G dall (e Adsltaly

61y Qutb Al-Din Al-Razi: tahrir alqwaed almantiqio, Publisher: Al-
Bab Al-Halabi, Edition: Second 1948 AD.

62y Prof. Dr. Muhammad Rabi' Al-Juhari: dawabet alfikr, Publisher:
Al-Iman Library, Edition: Fifth 2012 AD.

63y Prof. Dr. Mohamed Rabi' Jawhari: taawil alsalaf Isefat allao taala,
Azhar Magazine, Dhul-Qi'dah 1443 AH.

64y Muhammad Shams al-Din Ibrahim: taisie alqwaed almantiqio
"sharh lealresalo alshamsiia", a commentary on the Shamsiya
message without a printed edition.

65y Muhammad Shams al-Din Ibrahim: taisie alqgwaed almantiqio,
4th edition 1987 AD.

66y Sahih Muslim: sahih muslim: A group of investigators, publisher:
Dar Al-Jil - Beirut.

67y Al-Nawawi: Tahdhib al-Asma' wal-sefat, Dar al-Nashr Dar al-
Fikr, Beirut, year of publication 1996, first edition, edited by the
Research and Studies Office [in Dar al-Fikr].

68y Al-Yafi'l: meraat aljanan wa ebrat aliaqzan, annotations by:
Khalil Al-Mansour, publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah,
Beirut - Lebanon, edition: first, 1417 AH - 1997 AD.

69y Al-Hamawi's: "mujam aludabaa = ershad alareb ela marefat
aladib," edited by lhsan Abbas, published by Dar al-Gharb al-
Islami, Beirut, first edition, 1414 AH - 1993 AD.
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