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The Duality of Joy and Sorrow In Russian Folk Social Customs (1800-
1850)
Through the Travels of Prince Khosrow Mirza and Sheikh Mohammad
Ayyad al-Tantawi
(A Comparative Study)
Abstract

Travel literature serves as a Thesaurus of a nation's folklore, as
travelers document and observe the popular practices they encounter
during their journeys. This study examines the travels of Prince

"Khosrow Mirza," recorded in Safarnama-ye Khosrow Mirza, and the
journey of Sheikh "Mohammad Ayyad al-Tantawi" to Russia,
documented in Tuhfat al-Adhkiya' bi Akhbar Bilad al-Rusiya, to explore
Russian social customs between 1800 and 1850. The study focuses on
marriage traditions as a representation of joyful social customs and
funeral rites and mourning ceremonies as an illustration of the
mourning practices prevalent in Russian society during that period.
This study aims to define the term "folk social customs,"
introduce the two travel accounts and their authors, and explore the
relationship between the structure of Russian social classes, the
characteristics and morals of the Russian people, and their practice
and continuity of folk social customs. It also seeks to describe the most
significant Russian traditions related to wedding celebrations, funeral
rites, and mourning ceremonies. The study adopts a comparative
approach based on the principles of the American school to achieve its
intended objectives.
Keywords: Folk social customs, Prince Khosrow Mirza, Sheikh
Mohammad Ayyad al-Tantawi, wedding traditions, funeral rites,
mourning ceremonies.
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