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Terms of Civilization and Cultural Patterns in Pre-Islamic Poetry

(Imru’al-Qais and Zuhair bin Abi Sulma as Models)

* Zeina Al-Bouzza:
Lecturer at Damascus University — PhD Student at Tarbiat Modares University, Faculty of Humanities,
Department of Arabic Language and Literature.

*Email: zeinaruby24@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study seeks to explore the intellectual background of pre-Islamic society by examining the tools and
objects used by the Arabs in various fields and analyzing theirimmediate and deeper meanings to uncover
the values and ideas that prevailed at the time. The research focuses on the poetry collections of two of the
most significant pre-Islamic poets, /mru’ al-Qais and Zuhair bin Abi Sulma, extracting the names of tools
and instruments mentioned in their poetry. These objects, used by pre-Islamic Arabs for daily necessities,
reflect the dominant ideas and beliefs of the era and provide insights into pre-Islamic life, including modes

of living and ways of thinking.

Utilizing cultural and historical criticism, the study gathers and classifies the most important tools,
exploring their cultural and intellectual significance. One of the key findings is that tools of war, such as
swords, spears, shrouds, and graves, appear most frequently in the poets’ works. Additionally, the study
reveals that Arabs used certain adornment materials, such as antimony kohl, for medical treatment and
healing. Furthermore, pre-Islamic women had a significant number of civilizational terms related to

beauty accessories and clothing, which reflect the social classes of that time.

Key words: Civilizational Terms, Cultural Patterns, Pre-Islamic Poetry, Imru’ al-Qais, Zuhair bin Abi Sulma.
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