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The Overlapping of Meanings in the Qur'an

.Gomaa Mustafa Al-Sayed Ibrahim Hassan Ghoneim

Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic

Studies for Boys in Desouk, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: 1619010025@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research discusses the overlapping meanings of words
in the Holy Qur'an. It is well known that each Arabic word
has a single meaning intended by the speaker to reach the
listener. However, sometimes the meanings of a single word
can overlap, with one word having multiple interpretations.
These multiple meanings may indicate that the speaker
intends some meanings and not others, as in the case of
homonyms. For example, the word (al-‘Ayn) in Arabic can
refer to the eye that a person uses for vision, a well (borehole),
or a spy. The context is what determines the intended meaning
from these possibilities.

The speaker may intend all of the meanings simultaneously
due to the omission of a word, which allows for more than one
interpretation at the same time. Alternatively, it could be due
to the word referring to two different original meanings, or
because the word has multiple grammatical forms. It could
also be due to the transitivity of the verb and its necessity, or
other reasons.

The Holy Qur'an is full of this type of meanings, and this is
perhaps what makes translating the Qur'an a very difficult
task. How can a word with multiple meanings be expressed
with a word in another language that does not carry this
remarkable characteristic? This is because other languages do
not have this kind of overlapping meanings that exist in the
Arabic language.

Keywords: Overlapping - Meanings - Semantics -
Etymology of Arabic Words - Ellipsis - Grammatical Forms -
Transitivity and Intransitivity.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

al-Makki al-Nassiri (d. 1414 AH), 1st edition,
Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, Lebanon, 1405
AH - 1985 CE.

Al-Jami’ al-Musnad al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar
min Umur Rasul Allah - Salla Allah alayhi
wa-sallam- wa Sunanihi wa Ayamihi =
Sahih al-Bukhari, by Muhammad ibn Ismail
Abu Abdullah al-Bukhari al-Ja'fi, edited by
Muhammad Zuhair ibn Nasser al-Nasser,
published by Dar Tawak al-Najah, with
numbering by Muhammad Fuad Abdul-Baqi,
1st edition, 1422 AH.

Jamharat al-lughah, by Abu Bakr
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Duraid al-Azdi
(d. 321 AH), edited by Ramzi Munir
Baalbaki, 1st edition, Dar al-1Im lil-Malayeen,
Beirut, 1987 CE.

Al-Hayawan, by Amr ibn Bahr ibn Mahbub
al-Kinani bil-Wala', al-Laythi, Abu Othman,
known as al-Jahiz (d. 255 AH), 2nd edition,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1424 AH.
Al-Khasais, by Abu al-Fath ‘Uthman ibn
Jinni, edited by Muhammad Ali al-Najjar,
published by Alam al-Kutub, Beirut.

Dalafl al-i jaz fr ilm al-ma @ni, by Abu Bakr
Abdul Qahir ibn Abdul Rahman ibn
Muhammad al-Farisi al-Asl, al-Jurjani al-Dar
(d. 471 AH), edited by Mahmoud Muhammad
Shakir Abu Fahar, 3rd edition, Matba'at al-
Madani, Cairo, 1413 AH - 1992 CE.
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28.

29,

30.

31.

32,

Diwan al-ASha al-kabir, by Maymun ibn
Qays, explained and commented by Dr.
Muhammad Hussein, published by Maktabat
al-Adab, Egypt.

Diwan al-Arab al-Mu allagat: Mu allagat
Amr ibn Kulthiim, dited and annotated by
Muhammad Ali al-Hassani, published by Dar
al-Kutub al-Wataniyyah, Abu Dhabi Tourism
and Culture Authority.

Diwan amry’ al-Qays riwayah al-Asmat, by
Imru' al-Qays ibn Hajar al-Kindi, edited by
Muhammad Abu al-Fadl, 4th edition, Dar al-
Ma'arif, Cairo.

Diwan Hamid ibn Thawr al-Hilali, including
Baiyat Abt Dawiid al-Iyadi, edited by
Professor Abdul Aziz al-Mimni, published by
Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, Cairo, 1371 AH /
1951 CE.

Al-Zahir fi maant Kalimat al-nas, by
Muhammad ibn al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn
Bashar, Abu Bakr al-Anbari (d. 328 AH),
edited by Dr. Hatem Saleh al-Dhamin, 1st
edition, Dar al-Risalah, Beirut, 1412 AH -
1992 CE.

Al-Sarraj al-munir fi al-i‘anah ‘alq ma‘rifat
ba‘d ma‘ani kalam Rabbina al-Hakim al-
khabir, by Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn
Ahmad al-Khatib al-Sharbini al-Shafi'i (d.
977 AH), published by Bulag Press
(Amiriya), Cairo, 1285 AH.
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37,

Sharh abyat Stbhawayh, by Yusuf ibn Abu
Said al-Hasan ibn Abdullah ibn al-Marzaban
Abu Muhammad al-Sirafi (d. 385 AH), edited
by Dr. Muhammad Ali al-Rayh Hashem,
reviewed Dby Taha Abdul-Ra'uf Saad,
published by the Azhar University Libraries,
Dar al-Fikr for Printing, Publishing, and
Distribution, Cairo, Egypt, 1394 AH - 1974
CE.

Sharh al-Tasrih ala al-Tawdih, or al-Tasrih
bmdmwn al-Tawdih fi al-nahw, by Khalid
ibn Abdullah ibn Abu Bakr ibn Muhammad
al-Jurjawi al-Azhari, Zayn al-Din al-Masri,
known as al-Waqgad (d. 905 AH), 1st edition,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon,
1421 AH - 2000 CE.

Sharh al-shawahid al-shi ¥iyah fi Ammat al-
Kutub al-nahwiyah « li-arbaat alaf shahid
shit¥t », by Muhammad ibn Muhammad
Hassan Shurrab, 1st edition, Dar al-Risalah,
Beirut, Lebanon, 1427 AH - 2007 CE.

Sharh Diwan al-Hamasah, by Abu Ali
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-
Marzuqi al-Asfahani (d. 421 AH), edited by
Ghrid al-Shaykh, 1st edition, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘[lmiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon, 1424 AH - 2003
CE.

Al-Sihah Taj al-lughah wa-sihah al-
Arabtyah, by Abu Nasr Ismail ibn Hamad al-
Jawhari al-Farabi (d. 393 AH), edited by
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38.

39.

40.

41.

Ahmad Abdul Ghafour Attar, 4th edition, Dar
al-‘Ilm lil-Malayeen, Beirut, 1407 AH - 1987
CE.

Shyhu Ibn Khuzaymh, by Abu Bakr
Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Khuzaymah ibn al-
Mughira ibn Salih ibn Bakr al-Sulami al-
Naysaburi (d. 311 AH), edited and annotated
by Dr. Muhammad Mustafa al-A'zami, 3rd
edition, Al-Maktabah al-Islamiyyah, 1424 AH
- 2003 CE.

Gharib al-hadith, by Abu Ubaid al-Qasim
ibn Sallam ibn Abdullah al-Harawi al-
Baghdadi (d. 224 AH), edited by Dr.
Muhammad Abdul Ma'id Khan, 1st edition,
Matba'at Da'irat al-Ma'arif al-Othmaniyyah,
Hyderabad - Deccan, 1384 AH - 1964 CE.
Fthu al-Bayan fi Magasid al-Qur a@n, by Abu
al-Tayyib Muhammad Siddig Khan ibn Hasan
ibn Ali ibn Lutfi Allah al-Husseini al-Bukhari
al-Qinnoji (d. 1307 AH), edited, introduced,
and reviewed by Khadim al-‘Ilm Abdullah ibn
Ibrahim al-Ansari, published by Al-Maktabah
al-Asriyah for Printing and Publishing, Sidon
- Beirut, 1412 AH - 1992 CE.

Fath al-Rahman fi tafsir al-Qur an, by Mujir
al-Din ibn Muhammad al-‘Alimi al-Magqdisi
al-Hanbali (d. 927 AH), edited, verified, and
annotated by Nur al-Din Talib, published by
Dar al-Nawadir (Publications of the Ministry
of Awgqaf and Islamic Affairs - Department of
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42.

43.

44,

45.

Islamic Affairs), 1st edition, 1430 AH - 2009
CE.

Futuh al-Ghayb fi al-Kashf '‘an Qina' al-
Rayb (Hashiyat al-Tayyibi 'ala al-Kashaf),
by Sharaf al-Din al-Husayn ibn Abdullah al-
Tayyibi (d. 743 AH), introduction to the
edition by Iyad Muhammad al-Ghuj,
published by Dubai International Award for
the Quranic Studies, 1st edition, 1434 AH -
2013 CE.

Al-Qamiis al-muhit, by Majd al-Din Abu
Tahir Muhammad ibn Ya'qub al-Fayruzabadi
(d. 817 AH), edited by the Heritage Research
Office at Dar al-Risalah, supervised by
Muhammad Na'im al-‘Irqisusi, 8th edition,
Dar al-Risalah for Printing, Publishing, and
Distribution, Beirut, Lebanon, 1426 AH -
2005 CE.

Kitab al-Ayn, by Abu Abd al-Rahman al-
Khalil ibn Ahmad ibn Amr ibn Tamim al-
Farahidi al-Basri (d. 170 AH), edited by Dr.
Mahdi al-Makhzumi, Dr. Ibrahim al-
Samarrai, published by Dar and Maktabat al-
Hilal.

Al-Kitab, by Amr ibn ‘Uthman ibn Qanbar al-
Harithy bil-Wala', Abu Bishr, known as
Sibawayh (d. 180 AH), edited by Abdul-
Salam Muhammad Harun, 3rd edition,
Maktabat al-Khanji, Cairo, 1408 AH - 1988
CE.
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46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Y

Al-Kashshaf an haqa iq ghawamid al-tanzil,
by Abu al-Qasim Mahmoud ibn Amr ibn
Ahmad, al-Zamakhshari Jarl Allah (d. 538
AH), 3rd edition, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi,
Beirut, 1407 AH.

Al-kashf wa-al-bayan an tafsir al-Qur an,
by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-
Thalabi, Abu Ishag (d. 427 AH), edited by
Imam Abu Muhammad ibn Ashour, reviewed
and verified by Professor Nazir al-Sa'idi, 1st
edition, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut,
Lebanon, 1422 AH - 2002 CE.

Lisan al-Arab, by Muhammad ibn Makram
ibn Ali, Abu al-Fadl, Jamal al-Din ibn
Manzur al-Ansari al-Ruwayfi'i al-Afriki (d.
711 AH), 3rd edition, Dar Sader, Beirut, 1414
AH.

Majaz al-Qur @n, by Abu Ubayda Ma'mar ibn
al-Muthanna al-Taymi al-Basri (d. 209 AH),
edited by Muhammad Fuad Sezgin, published
by Maktabat al-Khanji, Cairo, 1381 AH.
Al-Mustadrak ala al-sahthayn, by Abu
Abdullah al-Hakim Muhammad ibn Abdullah
ibon Muhammad ibn Hamdawayh ibn Nu'aym
ibn al-Hakam al-Dhubbi al-Tahmani al-
Naysaburi, known as Ibn al-Bay' (d. 405 AH),
edited by Mustafa Abdul-Qadir Ata, 1st
edition, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut,
1411 AH - 1990 CE.

Al-Musnad al-sahth al-Mukhtasar bi-nagl
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52.

53.

54,

55.

56.

al- Adl an al-4dl ila Rasiil Allah salla Allah
alayhi wslm= Sahth Muslim, by Muslim ibn
al-Hajjaj Abu al-Hassan al-Qushayri al-
Naysaburi (d. 261 AH), edited by Muhammad
Fuad Abdul-Bagi, published by Dar lhya' al-
Turath al-Arabi, Beirut.

Mashariq al-anwar ala sihah al-Athar, by
lyyad ibn Musa ibn lyyad ibn Umarun al-
Yahsubi al-Sabti, Abu al-Fadl (d. 544 AH),
published by Al-Maktabah al-‘Ateeqah and
Dar al-Turath.

Al-Mutli© ala alfaz al-Mugni; by
Muhammad ibn Abu al-Fath ibn Abu al-Fadl
al-Ba'li, Abu Abdullah, Shams al-Din (d. 709
AH), edited by Mahmoud al-Arna'out and
Yassin Mahmoud al-Khatib, 1st edition,
Maktabat al-Suwadi li-1-Tawzi' , 1423 AH -
2003 CE.

Ma @nt al-Qur an wa-i Yabuh, by lbrahim ibn
al-Sari ibn Sahl, Abu Ishaq al-Zajjaj (d. 311
AH), edited by Abdul Jalil Abduh Shalabi, 1st
edition, Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1408 AH -
1988 CE.

Ma @nt al-Qur an, by Abu Ja'far al-Nahhas
Ahmad ibn Muhammad (d. 338 AH), edited
by Muhammad Ali al-Sabuni, 1st edition,
Umm al-Qura University, Mecca, 1409 AH.
Ma @nt al-Qur an, by Abu Zakariya Yahya
ibn Ziyad ibn Abdullah ibn Manzur al-
Dailami al-Farra' (d. 207 AH), edited by
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57,

58.

59.

Ahmad Yusuf al-Najati, et al., 1st edition, Dar
al-Misriyah  li-I-Ta'leef wa al-Tarjamah,
Egypt.

Mu jam Magayis al-lughah, by Ahmad ibn
Faris ibn Zakariya al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu
al-Husayn (d. 395 AH), edited by Abdul
Salam Muhammad Harun, published by Dar
al-Fikr, 1399 AH - 1979 CE.

Al-mumti “ al-kabir fi al-tasrif, by Ali ibn
Mumin ibn Muhammad, al-Hadhrami al-
Ishbili, Abu al-Hasan known as Ibn Asfur (d.
669 AH), published by Maktabat Lebanon,
1st edition, 1996 CE.

Al-Nukat fi Ijaz al-Quran, printed in:
Thalath Rasail fi Ijaz al-Quran [Series:
Dhakhafir al-Arab (16)], by Ali ibn Isa ibn
Ali ibn Abdullah, Abu al-Hasan al-Rumani al-
Mu'tazili (d. 384 AH), edited by Muhammad
Khalaf Allah, Dr. Muhammad Zaghloul
Salam, 3rd edition, Dar al-Ma‘arif, Egypt,
1976 CE.
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