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Abstract

This study aimed to assess the extent and intensity of Egyptian youth’s exposure to
provocative content on social media, identify the reasons behind their exposure, examine their
interaction patterns, measure the impact of such content on their emotions and mood, and
determine the primary social media platforms utilized by influencers to disseminate
provocative content. Additionally, the study sought to analyze the nature and types of
provocative content and explore different forms of engagement with such material.

The study employed the media survey method in both its analytical and field-based
approaches. In the analytical study, the researcher conducted a content analysis of selected
Facebook and Instagram pages that featured provocative content consumed by the Egyptian
public in recent times. The field study, on the other hand, utilized a survey targeting a sample
of Egyptian youth aged 18 to 40, comprising 400 respondents.

The findings revealed that TikTok ranked as the leading platform for provocative content, as
indicated by the field study results. TikTok was identified as the most dominant platform in
terms of hosting provocative content among the study sample. Furthermore, 70.8% of the
respondents stated that they do not prefer engaging with provocative content on social media.
The primary reason cited for avoiding such content was its promotion of ideas that contradict
societal values, with 89% of respondents expressing this concern.

Regarding interaction patterns, the study found that the most common form of engagement
with provocative content was passive viewing without any interaction. Additionally, the study
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highlighted that, from the respondents' perspective, the most provocative sports-related
content on social media involved mocking players.

Keywords: Provocative content — Public mood - Social media sites
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