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Joint Atiention and Its Relationship to Language Skills Among
Individuals with Intellectual Disability and Down Syndrome //

Dalal Thani & Dr. Maryam Alshirawi& Dr. Wid Hussain Daghustani

Ahstract

The research aims to investigate joint attention and its relationship
with language skills among individuals with intellectual disability and those
with Down syndrome in Kuwait. To achieve the research objective, a
descriptive correlational and comparative approach was employed. The
research sample consisted of (92) individuals with intellectual disability and
Down syndrome attending special education schools in Kuwait. Research
tools included the Joint Attention Scale and the Language Skills Scale. The
results revealed statistically significant differences between individuals with
intellectual disability and those with Down syndrome in the Joint Attention
Scale, specifically in dimensions of imitation, attracting others' attention, and
sharing feelings, favoring those with Down syndrome. However, no
statistically significant differences were found in the dimensions of visual
communication, following others' gazes, initiation and response to signals,
initiation and response to presenting and fetching objects, as well as in the
total score of the scale. The results also indicated no statistically significant
differences in the total score of the Language Skills Scale between the two
groups. Furthermore, there was a correlational relationship between joint
attention and language skills for both individuals with intellectual disability
and those with Down syndrome. The study recommends providing support
and resources to enhance joint attention and language skills through
workshops and training programs for parents and teachers. Additionally,
ensuring an inclusive educational environment for individuals with
intellectual disability and Down syndrome equipped with educational
resources, assistive technology, and individuals support is crucial.
Keywords: joint Attention, language Skills, intellectual disability, down

syndrome.
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