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Abstract:

The 2019 Man Booker International Prize-winning novel,
Celestial Bodies, is set against the backdrop of a century of
changes in Omani society. It tells the trivia of three generations in
Awafi, a village near the capital Muscat. The main characters in
the novel experience all kinds of love, hatred, sorrow and joy in
the ups and downs of life, but also find the way to realize the
freedom of individual and group in the gap of life. This paper
intends to observe the author's expression on the theme of
"freedom" from three aspects: people's living conditions under the
fetters of patriarchy, the awakening of slave class consciousness in
class contradictions and conflicts, and the self-preservation and
development of national culture in the post-colonial context, so as
to glimpse the gradual and transformation of Arab society from
tradition to modernity.

Keywords: Celestial Bodies, Oman, patriarchy, class, post-
colony, freedom
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